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Issue 29             Extraordinary Times @ NWC         4th October 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 
pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 
 

Welcome and Intimations 

 

Good morning, and a very warm welcome to everyone watching this service online from Newton 

Wallacetown Church. First of all, I would like to thank Pauline and all of the children who took part in 

the Harvest service last Sunday. I know members of the congregation really enjoy seeing the children 

taking part. There are too many to name individually, but you all did very well and I know it is not 

easy talking to a mobile phone camera or a laptop!  

Once again, the Extraordinary Times will be available from 12 noon and we join together for our 

prayer time at 12.30pm, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer and then continuing with our own 

personal prayers.  

There are more people gradually coming to worship each Sunday morning, and I have been told that 

people feel really safe in the church. This Sunday, children have been invited to come and sit with 

their parents. 

Having said that, I know many of you are happier at home for different reasons and that is absolutely 

fine too, and as I said before, it is wonderful that everyone has the choice of being in the church or 

watching the service at home, both at 11am every Sunday.  

 

Call to Worship is from Isaiah 40: 28, 

Do you not know? 

Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth… 

He gives strength to the weary 

and increases the power of the weak.” 

 

Hymn “Come and see the shining hope” 

 

Prayer  

 

Let us pray, 

 

Almighty God, we praise you, that you are greater than our minds can grasp, higher than our highest 

thoughts, and we bring you our worship. We praise you, that you are the source of all that is and has 

been, that you are working in the world and in our lives, even with all the restrictions due to Covid-

19. 

All I have needed, Thy hand hath provided 
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We praise you that you came to our world in Jesus Christ and that through him you will come to us 

again. You are always revealing your love, renewing our faith and giving us life.  

 

Loving God, we ask you to forgive us because we have not appreciated all that you have done, we 

have lost our sense of wonder of your greatness, we have not given you the praise that is rightfully 

yours, we have limited you to our own expectations, and we have closed our minds to the prompting 

of your Holy Spirit. 

 

Forgive us, Lord God, for forgetting how great you are, forgive us for bringing you down to our level 

rather than rising up to yours. In a few moments of silence, let us bring our personal confession to 

our Heavenly Father…. 

 

Lord, we give you thanks for the assurance of our faith – if we confess our sins, we know that we will 

be forgiven. Help us now to come to you, just as we are, and find real peace and strength to live as 

your people.   

In the name of Jesus Christ out Lord,  

Amen.  

 

Children’s Talk – Phil Hawthorne 

 

Hymn “Give me oil in my lamp” 

 

Bible reading:     Matthew 20: 1 – 16  –  read by Scott Wham 

 

The parable of the workers in the vineyard 

1  ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to 

work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

3 About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing nothing.  

4 He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” 5 So they 

went. He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 About the 

eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, “Why have you 

been standing here all day long doing nothing?” 

7 “Because no one has hired us,” they answered. He said to them, “You also go and work in my 

vineyard.” 

8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.” 

9 The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10 So 

when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 

received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  

12 “These men who were hired last worked only one hour,” they said, “and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.” 

13 But he answered one of them, “Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 

15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?” 

16 ‘So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

Hymn “Jesus is the name we honour” with the Praise Band 
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Sermon                     “Goodness”          

Let us pray,   

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer. Amen  

 

Some time ago now, I preached on “patience” as one of the Fruit of the Spirit, from Galatians 

chapter 5:22. Three of the fruit listed there are patience, kindness and goodness. I remember writing 

a reflection on “kindness” after my special birthday this year and this morning we are going to think 

about the word, “goodness.” 

We cannot make the fruit of the spirit grow in our lives, but when we know Jesus in our hearts, when 

we are in Christ and he is in us, the fruit of the spirit begins to grow. We are not changed overnight – 

it always takes time.  

 In the original Anglo-Saxon, the word “good” was one of the descriptions of God. We often say, 

“God is love” and they would also say, “God is good.” Jesus himself put great emphasis on goodness. 

When he lived here on earth, it was reported that, “he went about doing good.”  

Today, and even in the days before Covid, the world does not seem to value goodness. If they wish 

to belittle someone who serves God, they call this person “goody-goody” or a “do-gooder.” It seems 

in the eyes of the world, “goodness” is thought of as something weak, something to look down 

upon. 

But the goodness of God is not something weak or sentimental – it is not a passing mood or 

something that makes us feel good. Goodness is our loving God dealing with sin. Goodness is the 

power of God overcoming evil.  

In 2nd Corinthians 5: 21, the Phillips translation of this verse reads, “For God caused Christ, who 

himself knew nothing of sin, actually to be sin for our sakes, so that in Christ, we might be good with 

the goodness of God.”  

The cost of our salvation was so great, that perhaps “goodness” is a quality of God’s character that 

most of us do not appreciate or value highly enough.  

How often do we feel over-whelmed or humbled because of God’s goodness to us? 

How often do we deliberately ask God to impart his goodness to us? 

How many of us really long, above everything else, to be made good with the goodness of God?  

 

In Jesus we see someone who was both good and great.  This is why he was either dearly loved or 

intensely hated. It was the goodness of God in him that drew people to him like a magnet.  

But, at the same time, the so-called religious leaders of the day were totally against him. And, that is 

still true today – people can be either attracted to, or repelled by, the goodness of God.   

The goodness of God also goes hand-in-hand with the graciousness of God. It is God’s grace 

combined with his goodness that draws us near to him. Through his grace, we see his infinite love 

and compassion.  

Despite all our sin, just like the father of the Prodigal son – he is ready to throw his great strong arms 

of love round us, because of his gracious goodness. He sees us just as we are, he knows that we are 

sinners but he still gives us a ring, the best robe and sandals. 

In the old hymn “Rock of Ages” are the lines, 

“Not the labours of my hands, 

can fulfil thy law’s demands; 

could my zeal no respite know, 

could my tears forever flow, 

all for sin could not atone, 

thou must save and thou alone.”  
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It is not that we have to pacify an angry God. The whole of process of salvation comes from God – it 

is because he loves us so much, that he sent his only Son to save us from our sins.  

God’s message through Christ is the appeal of a loving father to his children who have wandered off, 

to come home, where there is love waiting for them. We do not have to earn God’s love – that is 

what the Pharisees and Sadducees were always trying to do – they wanted to keep the law perfectly 

and therefore had added many more new rules and regulations.  

Even within the Christian Church, not all that long ago, it seems that no one was to show any joy.  

Erma Bombeck writes, “In church the other Sunday, I was watching a child who was turning round 

and smiling at everyone. He wasn’t speaking, humming, kicking, tearing up the hymn book, or 

rummaging through his mother’s hand-bag, he was just smiling.” 

Finally, his mother pulled him round, and said in a loud whisper, “Stop that grinning! You are in 

church!” As the tears rolled down his cheeks, she added, “That’s better!” I am sure God would be 

happy that the child was smiling in the church.  

 

The word goodness has a whole range of meanings and the main point of the Parable of the 

Workers in the Vineyard, which we heard earlier, is about goodness as generosity.  

The owner of the vineyard went out early in the morning and hired workers for his vineyard. He 

agreed to pay them the regular wage, a denarius. This is the kind of thing that could happen in any 

Jewish town or village at any time, but especially when the grape harvest was being gathered in.  

As we heard, “he went out again at the third hour and saw others at the market-place doing nothing 

and he told them to go and work in his vineyard and I will pay you what is right.” And then at verse 5, 

“He went our again at the sixth, and the ninth hour and did the same thing.”  

The men who were standing in the market-place were not standing about idly, hoping no one would 

hire them. They would be wanting to work and if they were still there at the eleventh hour, it is 

proof that they were wanting to work. These men and their families were always living on the semi-

starvation line and with no work, the family would go hungry.  

When evening came, all the workers, irrespective of how long they had worked, were all paid a 

denarius – a full day’s wage.   

When those who were hired first complained because those who worked fewer hours received the 

same as they had, the owner of the vineyard said, “I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to 

work for one denarius………are you envious because I am generous?” 

 

This is not one of Jesus’ most popular parables. It goes against the grain from what we have been 

told – hard work equals a just reward.  “It’s not fair” we want to say. Some of the men get more than 

they deserve and others get less. Somehow, it is just not right! 

Philip McLarty tells the story of Yogi Berra. The well-known baseball team, the New York Yankees, 

were at their peak, and negotiating for the next year.  

A group of reporters interviewed the players as they emerged from the owner’s office and one of 

them asked Yogi Berra about the terms of his contract. In characteristic plain-speaking style, he said, 

“I am gonna play baseball again for the Yankees and would you believe it, they are also going to pay 

me!!”      

This parable shows us how God deals with us. God does not look at how long we have served him – 

all service is the same to him. 

As I have already said, we cannot earn what God gives us; we cannot deserve it; what God gives us is 

out of his heart – it is not a reward, but a gift – a gift of his grace.  

And, once we know God’s goodness and generosity, then we are called to be generous to others. I 

certainly saw myself just how generous members of this church were with donations to the food 

bank during lockdown.  
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Generosity is essentially a willingness to share what we have with others. And this involves far more 

than money – God calls us to give our time, talents, and interests to enrich other people. This is what 

Jesus did while he was here on earth. All that he had was poured out with open-handed generosity 

to everyone whom he met.  

 

When the Spirit of God enters our lives, we become changed people. As we read in 2 Corinthians 5: 

17, “If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  

First of all, the guilt of the past has gone. We are cleansed and forgiven by the death of Jesus on the 

cross, and so we are freed to a new life of goodness. This goodness is not our own, but comes from 

God himself, and is evidence of his Spirit at work within us.    

Secondly, when this happens, we become more gracious to others. As Christians, we are not perched 

on pedestals, looking down on others. We do not see ourselves as better than other people, we 

know that, but for the grace of God, we could be where they are.  

We are ready to reach out and help others, those who are struggling in life, in some way. It is the 

good person, the gracious person, who helps those in need.  

I would like to stress again, that the genuine goodness of God, is totally different from the so-called 

“good works” done to earn acceptance. The first springs from the in-dwelling Spirit of God, and the 

second by the person who wants to be well-spoken of by others.  

This is what Jesus saw in the Pharisees and Sadducees. The Pharisees would stand at the street 

corners to pray, so that they could be seen by as many people as possible. His most devastating, 

public condemnation was directed at the Pharisees, whereas he praised the Good Samaritan, who 

showed true goodness to his neighbour. 

So, how do we become good with the goodness of God? The answer is that we have to go again to 

Calvary, and think what it cost God to bring us salvation. Sadly, there are many people who never 

think about this.  

Let us imagine this in human terms – suppose a father sacrifices and works very hard, to give his son 

every chance in life. He plans his son’s future with care, and does everything possible to equip him 

for life. 

But suppose the son feels no sense of gratitude, never feels any obligation to repay him by being 

worthy of all of this, and he fails, not because he does not have the ability, but because he will not 

even try. He forgets the love that his father gave him – and that is what breaks the father’s heart.  

And so often, we go our own way too, forgetting all that God has done for us, all that God has given 

us, forgetting the love that was poured out on the cross for us, and once again, God’s heart is 

broken.   

So, let us go again to Calvary, let us gaze at the cross. Let us thank God for all that he has done for 

us. Then, his goodness, his graciousness and his generosity can flow through each one of us out into 

the world – a world in great need. 

May we all be channels of God’s goodness to others. Amen.  

 

 Hymn        “Lord, I lift your name on high” 

 

Prayer  

Let us pray,  

 

Living God, we thank you for your constant goodness throughout our lives, and for your graciousness 

and generosity. 

We thank you for the beauty of the world around us, especially the autumn colours, that speak to us 

of your creation.  
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We thank you for our food, our clothes and our homes, the innumerable ways in which you provide 

for us.  

We thank you for all the things that make us laugh, the things that bring a smile to our faces. 

We thank you for a sense of humour, helping us and others to see the funny side of life - especially in 

these difficult days  when we cannot visit our friends in their homes and follow other restrictions. 

Lord, we long for life as it used to be, but have to accept that you are with us and helping us to cope 

with each day as it comes.  

  

Reassure us, we pray, that whatever problems we face, your steadfast love never ceases and your 

mercies are new every morning.  

 

Loving God, we pray now for all those who feel they have lost control of their lives –not just due to 

this pandemic, but because they are battling against the problems of growing older either through 

pain or troubled in their mind.  

 

This morning, Lord God, we remember Jean Allardyce in Ayr Hospital and Chrissie Martin in the 

Biggart Hospital. Bless them at this time Lord, when they are only allowed a visit for half-an-hour, 

every second day. Bless too all our members in Care Homes, who also have very short visits from a 

member of their families. 

 

We pray for all those we know who are in special need of our prayers at the present time, and in a 

few moments of silence, we bring them before you…. 

Bless each one, Loving God.  

 

We pray now for our community, our country and for the world. Lord God, you call us to pray for 

those in authority over us, and this morning we pray for Donald Trump, the President of the United 

States, now in hospital and his wife Melania who have both contracted Covid-19. 

We pray for all our world leaders at this difficult time.  

 

Lord, it is quite scary to hear how the numbers of people with Covid keep increasing, and we hope 

and pray there are no tighter restrictions necessary in this area.  

 

We give you thanks that Newton Wallacetown Church is open again for worship, giving thanks that 

people feel safe to worship again in the church. 

 

O God our Heavenly Father, we remember with gratitude and affection, those who first led us to you 

– parents, grandparents, teachers, ministers – all the men and women who worshipped with us, and 

now live on in your nearer presence. We celebrate their faith-filled lives, and pray that you will lead 

us, until we reach the home that you have prepared for us. 

This we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, Amen.  

 

Hymn “In Christ alone my hope is found” 

 

Benediction 

“Grace, mercy and peace, 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you all this day and for evermore.” Amen.             Rona 
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A man owned a vineyard and needed a crew 

 to tend to his land — there was plenty to do.  

He called out to people downtown in the square,  

"Come work hard all day and I'll pay you what's fair." 

 God, you call and you send; 

there is work here to do.  

There's your whole world to tend; 

may we garden for you! 

 O Lord, in your vineyard may we seek to be 

 the workers who tend to your justice and peace.  

 

He went back a number of times on that day; 

 He called to new workers and promised fair pay.  

Can we but imagine those first workers' rage  

When all those who laboured received the same wage? 

 God, the gift of your grace  

comes as quite a surprise. 

 For your mercies embrace  

even latecomers' lives. 

 May all who have worked long and hard humbly learn 

 Your grace is a gift and not something we earn. 

 

 He called the complainers and said, "This is true — 

 That I kept my word and I gave you your due. 

 I share with compassion; I'm loving and kind. 

 I care for all people and give what is mine!" 

 God you give what is yours, 

 more than what we deserve;  

May we reach out in love 

 where you call us to serve. 

 May we who have witnessed your grace gladly share 

 Your justice and love with your world everywhere. 

(Tune: To God be the glory) 

 

 

Be the reason someone believes in the goodness of people 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mrs Margaret  Burgess (Berelands Care Home) Mrs Jean Allardyce (in Ayr Hospital)  

Mrs Christine Martin (in Lindsay Ward, Biggart) Mrs Maude Smillie 

Mrs Anne McRonald   Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Rae Beattie  Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Catherine MacDonald 

Mrs Maie Dickie Mrs Jean McCamily 

Mrs Isa Lawrie Mrs Patricia Fraser 

Mr Alasdair Wham Mrs Anna Irving 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 
NWC is open for worship   The church is now open for worship at 11.00am on Sundays. To comply 

with Scottish Government and Church of Scotland Guidelines, places available in the church building 

are limited therefore a telephone booking system is in place. Before booking, please consider 

carefully the content of Rona’s letter and list of rules/procedures circulated to all members and 

regular worshippers. Also please be aware that, depending on demand, it may not be possible for 

you to worship in church every week so that we can be fair to all members of the church family. To 

book a seat, please phone Sheila on (01292) 269705 between 9.30am and 12.00 noon  on Thursday. 

Our streamed service online will continue as normal at 11.00am on Sundays. 

 

Thank you   A heartfelt thanks to all my Church family who helped me through a tough few months. I 

am very grateful for all the cards, flowers and phone calls I received – also the visits when they were 

allowed. I am also thankful for the many prayers offered up on my behalf. They were answered as 

the tests came back clear and I’m heading back to work. God bless.                   Irene Gibson 

 

The Guild As you will no doubt understand, the Guild is not now starting as planned on 15th October. 

Further information will be given as and when appropriate.                                        Eleanor Lunn 

 

Can YOU help?  We are looking for someone to be NWC’s contact with Nkhata Bay Church in 

Malawi. This is open to all members of the congregation. If you are interested, please speak to Rev. 

Rona Young or John Bell in the first instance. 

Salvation Army Foodbank   Please remember that donations should now be left in the box in the 

vestibule as you come to worship. There is no longer an afternoon collection on Sundays. 

Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   

struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 

extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 

whose details are on page 9. Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 

can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
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Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register  Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 

You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 

Birthdays   Best wishes for a very Happy Birthday go this week to each of the following:- 

6th October   Steven McTurk and Scott Wham  9th October   Wilson Meredith 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Christine Tierney will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers.  
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