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Issue 8             Extraordinary Times @ NWC          10th May 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the coronavirus crisis. If in need of pastoral 
care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message  

 Reflection         

After so much kindness being shown to me for my birthday, through the greetings on the 

video and so many birthday cards, I wanted to take this opportunity to say that NWC is such 

an excellent example of a church showing kindness to others.  

In this time of pandemic, the way that people have volunteered to get shopping, 

prescriptions etc. in an organised way has been outstanding, and also there have been 

countless unrecorded acts of kindness between neighbours and friends happening over 

these past weeks. I felt therefore, that kindness was a very appropriate theme for this 

Sunday’s reflection. 

 

Bible reading (1)     1 Samuel 20:  11 – 17 

11 “Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the field.” So they went there together. 

12 Then Jonathan said to David, “By the LORD, the God of Israel, I will surely sound out my 

father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favourably disposed towards you, will I 

not send you word and let you know? 13 But if my father is inclined to harm you, may the 

LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away safely. 

May the LORD be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness 

like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off 

your kindness from my family - not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David’s 

enemies from the face of the earth.” 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the LORD call 

David’s enemies to account.” 17 And Jonathan made David reaffirm his oath out of love for 

him, because he loved him as he loved himself. 

 

 

At the beginning of chapter 20, we read that David met his friend Jonathan and appealed for 

his help.  Jonathan knew that he would never be king of Israel, because the Lord had chosen 

David to succeed his father. He loved David and they had covenanted together to spare each 

other’s lives. Jonathan agreed to let David know, in the field, if his father wants to try to kill 

him again.   

Jubilate, everybody, serve the Lord in all your ways 
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As I did in the church service last Sunday, occasionally I read a verse that I feel is translated 

better in the GNB, than in the NIV. At verse 14 Jonathan says, “and if I remain alive, please 

keep your sacred promise and be loyal to me; but if I die, show the same kind of loyalty to 

my family for ever”.    

David had discovered that the God in whom he believed, was a God of incredible kindness 

and grace. Because he had received so much of God’s undeserved forgiveness himself, he 

felt that he should extend it to others.  

After David became King of Israel, he heard that both Jonathan and his father, King Saul, had 

died. Further on, in 2 Samuel chapter 9, at verse 1 we read, “Is there no one left in the house 

of Saul, to whom I can show God’s kindness?” A servant called Ziba is sent to David, and she 

says there is still a son of Jonathan, but he is crippled in both feet. He was therefore unable 

to walk – and today we would say he had special needs.  

David sent for the son, whose name was Mephibosheth, and said to him, “I will surely show 

you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that 

belonged to your grandfather, Saul, and you will always eat at my table. “ 

The kindness of David shown to the crippled man, because of a covenant made years 

before, is called “the kindness of God.”  

This phrase, the “kindness of God,” is a translation of the Hebrew word, “hesed.” In the 

Authorised Version, the word “hesed” is translated as “loving kindness.” “Hesed” means 

faithful love, steadfast love, covenant love and its source is God - like the loyal  love of David 

that continued beyond the death of Jonathan, the loving kindness of God for the people of 

the covenant that will last forever.  

In time, this loving kindness of God was seen in the life and death of Jesus, who brought the 

new covenant. Through Jesus, we see how God deals with people, whatever they have 

done: he deals with them simply on the grounds of his own unmerited kindness.  
 

 

Bible reading (2)     Luke 19:  1 – 10 

 

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, 

but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a 

sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed 

him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 

times the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son 

of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 
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We all know this passage about Zacchaeus. Although he was a tax collector, and stole extra 

money for himself, he was transformed through the kindness of Jesus. Kindness has a 

transforming power. 

The life of a French youth was transformed by a great and unexpected kindness. It was in 

the wintertime, and he was shivering with cold, while looking at a market stall. A stranger, 

seeing how he was feeling, went into a shop, bought a cap and a warm overcoat  and gave 

them to him.  This undeserved and unexpected kindness changed the young man’s whole 

outlook, and he started to go and do unexpected kindnesses for all sorts of strangers.  

The kindness of God, therefore, has no limit – and so human kindness, which comes from 

God, means that something extraordinary is required of the followers of Jesus – a kindness 

that goes beyond common courtesies, and beyond the limits of our inclination and good 

nature.  

 

Kindness is understood by everyone throughout the world. I quoted these words from 

Mother Teresa, at the late Eleanor Gibson’s funeral: “Be kind and merciful. Let no one ever 

come to you, without coming away feeling better and happier. Be the living experience of 

God’s kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness 

in your warm greeting.   

In the slums, we are the light of God’s kindness to the poor, to the children, to all who suffer 

and are lonely, always give them a happy smile. Give them not only your care, but also your 

heart.” 

 

Especially in the circumstances of our lives today, may we all show kindness to others, in 

phone calls, messages and in every possible way. 

 

Amen.  

 

 

Let us pray, 

 

O God our Loving Father, we thank you for revealing yourself to us, especially through the 

beauty of the world around us. Despite the lockdown conditions, if we are out, we can see 

your creation in lovely trees, bushes and flowers, everything is so fresh at this time of year.  

O Lord of all wisdom,  

your purpose for the world is beautiful and glorious, and yet our world today is full of pain 

and grief for so many people. Come, in the simplicity of your wisdom to the complexity of 

our world and may the national and devolved governments give us the best possible 

guidance for the gradual way out of lockdown.  

 

O Lord of all comfort, 

you sent your Holy Spirit to be a comforter to those in need of your strengthening presence,   

today and every day. Come and shine into the dark places of our hearts, with the light of 

your victory over sin and death.  
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O Lord of all Compassion, 

 through the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, here on earth, you understand all the different 

kinds of feelings we are experiencing just now. Bless all those we know who are grieving 

today, because they have lost a loved one, and bless those who are ill in hospital, or ill at 

home. Come in the gentleness of your loving compassion, that all those uppermost in our 

hearts may know the peace of your presence.  

 

Loving God,   

once again, this morning, we pray for all those who work for the NHS, putting their lives at 

risk to care for others. Bless all carers too, Lord, those who work in care homes, where there 

is a high rate of infection, and those who visit people in their own homes. Bless too, all 

those who work in our supermarkets, those who work in the schools for the children of key-

workers, and be with the postmen, the bin men and everyone whose work is necessary for 

our lives to go on as normal as possible each day.  

 
As we read in your Word, “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and forever.” Help us to know, 
Lord, that as you have been with us in the past, you are with us now, and will be with us 
forever. 
 

In Jesus name, we pray, Amen.                           Rona

   
 
 
Letter from Rona 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

What a wonderful surprise to see that video, put together by Pauline, for so many of you to 

wish me happy 70th birthday for the following day. I had a two-day birthday this year! 

Thanks to everyone who appeared, or had a birthday card on the screen! I will never forget 

all the amazing ways you thought of saying ‘Happy Birthday’ and the children were great.  

Modern technology is truly brilliant!! 

 

Secondly, thanks to all of you who sent a birthday card by post. I really appreciate every one 

of them, and the couple of phone calls too.   

 

Despite lockdown, I had a lovely birthday. Our daughter brought over a cake and we saw our 

grandsons in the back garden for the first time in seven weeks! And, Tom made a delicious 

three course meal.  

      

 

Thanks to you all once again, with love from Rona. 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes 

or in their own homes:- 

 

Mrs Margaret Stewart Mrs Marion Mulvanny 

Mr Tom Aird Mrs Betty McPherson 

Mrs Fay Cooper Mr John Cassells 

Mrs Alison Wilson Mr Arthur Wilson 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Jessie Rennie 

Mrs Heather McLeod Mrs Ellise Wilson 

Mrs Joan Ness  Mr Warren Corrigan 

Mrs Cath Lindsay Mrs Anna Irving 

Mrs Edith Gray Mrs Jean Hamilton 

Mrs Aileen Morrison Mrs Mary Ferguson 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at 
home. For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may 
not necessarily be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 

Sad news   It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Miss Nan Henderson on 

Wednesday 6th May in Creggan Bahn Care Home. Before frailty precluded her from doing so, 

Nan attended church very regularly and was very grateful to the several people who gave 

her lifts to church and home again. She had a long life well-lived. Gary will conduct Nan’s 

funeral service at Masonhill Crematorium on Tuesday 19th May. 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 

570200 or e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 

Thank you I’d like to thank my friends at Newton Wallacetown for all the lovely cards I 

received on the occasion of my “big” birthday.                     Gladys Maxwell 

Newton Primary School would like to offer thanks to the ladies in G.R.O.W. for their 

generous donation. It is very much appreciated.              Nicola Killick 

Youth AGM This meeting will be held via Zoom on Wednesday 13th May at 7.00pm. It is 

open to everyone. In order to access the meeting, the following details are required:- 

Meeting ID: 899 5089 6461            Password: 849133                           Janet Bell 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

Our best wishes for a very Happy Birthday go to each of the following:- 

 

14th May   Anne McRoberts   17th May   Ian Brunet-Laing and Tom Young 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Congratulations! We send our very best wishes to Rev. Stewart Birse who celebrates the 

40th Anniversary of his Ordination this month. Stewart was our minister at Newton-on-Ayr 

Church from 1991-2010 then, after that church united with Wallacetown Church on 10th 

May 2010, he was minister of Newton Wallacetown Church until he retired in April 2013. 

NB. From the above, you will realise that today (Sunday) is the 10th Anniversary of what has 

been a very happy and comfortable union. Sadly, for now, we can’t come together to 

celebrate with cake! 

Salvation Army Foodbank   Thanks so much to all who donated to the foodbank last Sunday 

afternoon.  Amazing response, so a big thank you to everyone. One enterprising member 

dropped a note through the doors of neighbours offering to take collections to the church. 

Outside their house they put a box which was filled – helping our community and reaching 

out at the same time. 

We’ll repeat the process going forward. Anyone wanting to donate should please come any 

time between 2.00 and 4.00pm on Sunday 10th May. Sadly this isn’t a time for a long catch 

up with other members so please only get out of your car one at a time. If someone else is 

there, wait until the car ahead has left before leaving your car. 

Ideally place your donation directly into the collecting car boot. 

While any donation is great, the foodbank has expressed particular needs for the following:- 

Small Jars of Coffee     Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned or Packet Potatoes    Tinned Cold Meat 

Tinned Mince or Stew     Tinned or Packet Custard 

Tinned Creamed Rice     Anything that is long life! 

Additionally they accept - 

Toiletries - soap, shampoo, toothpaste                        Carrier Bags, particularly robust bags 

 

Everything is distributed to those in need in our area and Newton Primary School which is 

also a centre for collection for other schools with vulnerable families.  

 

Remember   Live streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Pauline 

Johnston and next week by Rev. Rona Young will commence at 11.00am then our prayer 

time starts at 12.30pm with the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps 

brings us together to reach out to him in prayer while we are distancing physically. Please 

join us for the service if you can and take part in the prayer time which many are finding 

valuable and some are finding comforting.  
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Tell out my soul 

the glories of His word! 

Firm is His promise, 

and His mercy sure; 

Tell out, my soul, 

the greatness of the Lord 

To children’s children and for evermore! 
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