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Issue 27             Extraordinary Times @ NWC  20th September 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 
pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Good morning and a very warm welcome to this service from Newton Wallacetown Church. Today is 

a unique day in the history of this church – as you are watching this streamed service on Facebook or 

on YouTube, other members of the congregation are sharing in the same service in the church. Each 

one of you had the choice of watching at home  or coming here for a shorter service and, either way, 

we will know God’s presence with us as we worship him. 

 

Intimations 

The Extraordinary Times will once again be available from after 12 noon and we will have our prayer 

time together at 12.30pm., beginning as always with the Lord’s Prayer and continuing with your own 

private prayers.  

The Foodbank will be open this afternoon from 2 – 3pm. Please note this is the last time the 

foodbank will be open during the afternoon. Jane and Nick Sibley will be there today. From next 

Sunday, please put your donation into the box in the vestibule as you enter the church.      

If you wish to attend church next Sunday, please phone Sheila Innes on (01292) 269705 between 

9.30 and 12 noon on Thursday 24th September.  

Online donations If you shop online, please remember you can raise donations for the church, at no 

extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is to go to htts://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ and register 

Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your charity. There are many different retailers who 

donate through this site. Please remember you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising.  

You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site, go to 

htts://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 

charity, and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases.  

 

The service next Sunday will be conducted by Pauline Johnston.  

 

Call to worship is from Psalm 150:  

 

“Praise the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surprising greatness. 

Praise the Lord.” 

 

Hymn “Rejoice, rejoice! Christ is in you” 

What He says we will do, where He sends we will go, never fear, 

only trust and obey 
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Prayer 

Let us pray, 

 

O God our Loving Father, 

we rejoice that we can come together to worship you. We rejoice that we can speak to you in 

prayer, and hear your word for us on this day. All praise and honour and glory are yours, Lord God, 

we worship and adore you.  

 

Sovereign God, 

you are higher than our highest thoughts, more wonderful than we can understand. We 

acknowledge your greatness, marvel at your power, rejoice in your love, celebrate your blessings, 

and praise you for the forgiveness you have shown us throughout our lives. 

 

You are our God, you are with us all the time. Whatever is happening to us, you are there in every 

situation. 

 

Lord God, we know that so often we forget about you, especially when we are caught up in our 

everyday lives. But, when we turn to you, Lord, you are always there to guide us through the words 

of Scripture, and the words of sermons and prayers.  

 

O God our Loving Father, we have to confess that we are not the people we long to be, we are not 

the people you want us to be. Time and time again, we say or do the things that we promise 

ourselves we will not do.    

 

In a few moments of silence, let us confess our own personal sins to God…. 

 

Forgive us, Lord, and we pray that you will help us to put aside all our human faults and failings and 

worship you this morning as the true Living God. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

Amen.  

 

Children’s Talk – Pauline Johnston. 

 

Hymn “I am a new creation” 

 

Bible reading      Joshua 3: 1 – 4 and 14 – 17 

The passage this morning will be read by Phil Hawthorne. 

Crossing the Jordan 

1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, 

where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 

3 giving orders to the people:  ‘When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the 

Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will 

know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two 

thousand cubits between you and the ark; do not go near it.’ 
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14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 

went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is in flood all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who 

carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from 

upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the 

vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) 

was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while 

all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

 

Sermon                                “Crossing the River Jordan” 

 

Let us pray, 

 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer. Amen  

 

Last week, on Wednesday 16th September, it was exactly 400 years ago to the day that the 

“Mayflower” left Plymouth to cross the Atlantic Ocean. On board were the English Puritans, known 

as the Pilgrim Fathers and, after 10 weeks at sea, they landed in what they called the New World. 

They were indeed people on the move.  

      

This morning we heard about God’s people on the move. At last they had arrived at the River Jordan. 

This Promised Land, that they will call home, lay in front of them. All the hardships they had 

endured, all the struggles and setbacks they had encountered, everything they had been promised, 

led to this moment.  

This was a day that many of the people had dreamed about since their childhood. This joyful 

occasion, that they have so eagerly and anxiously awaited, had arrived!   

      

Standing on the embankment, Joshua looks across, and then he turns to the people. At verse 10 are 

his words, “This is how you know that the Living God is among you, and that he will certainly drive 

out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and the Jebusites. 

See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth, will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 

     

Anyone who has seen the River Jordan knows that it is not much of a river – it is not very wide. 

However, at that time of year, in the late spring and during the harvest season, the water swells with 

the melting snow from Mount Hermon and so it becomes a raging flood - at some points more than 

a mile wide. 

The people have to risk crossing this river. It is not an insurmountable obstacle as for so many years 

the Israelites have been crossing the desert. There they had learned how to handle a sandstorm, and 

would have faced swarming nests of scorpions but no doubt the raging water of the Jordan would 

have frightened them.    

We have all been to that river many times. Whenever we are facing something we have never 

experienced before, we may well feel as these Israelites did. It is as if there is a river to cross: a birth, 

a first day at school, an operation in hospital, waiting for news of a test, and even returning to the 

church after six months – and knowing the virus is still around. Whenever we feel some 

apprehension or fear, it is often like there is a river to cross. Sometimes we are only slightly anxious 

but, at other times, we are truly frightened and it is like a raging river in front of us.   
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To the Israelites, to cross this river is every bit as challenging as eventually conquering the enemies 

who live beyond it.  

So how are they to cross the raging river? The Lord’s reply to his pilgrim people is, as we heard at 

verse 3, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests, who are 

Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it .Then you will know which 

way to go, because you have not been this way before. But keep a distance of about a thousand 

yards between you and the ark, do not go near it.”  

The Ark of the Covenant was not an elaborate thing – only a simple wooden box, forty-five inches by 

twenty-seven inches. Its significance was in what it represented. Inside were a few of the relics from 

Israel’s history: Moses’ rod, some manna but, most important of all, the tablets of the Ten 

Commandments. The ark represented the presence of God among his people.  

 

We can imagine the priests pausing as they drew close to the water, looking apprehensively to 

Joshua to see what he is going to do.   

When the people were to cross the Red Sea, Moses lifted up his stick, and the waters parted. But 

this is different. Joshua seems just to stand there, waiting for them to go ahead. It is only after the 

priests put their feet in the water, that the water stops flowing and piles up.  

But, before this miracle can take place, the priests have to take the first step. In so many ways, this 

is what faith is all about – taking the first step, wading into uncharted waters, and getting our feet 

wet.  

When God goes ahead of us, we are to get up and follow. This is how we face and cross any raging 

rivers in our lives.   

         

There is an old Jewish legend about two brothers who were in the flour-milling business together. 

One of the brothers was single and the other had a wife and children. They were partners and, every 

day, the surplus flour was divided equally between them. Each brother took his share of the flour 

and stored it in his barn.   

 

After several months however, the brother who was single said to himself, “This arrangement is not 

fair. My brother has a wife and two children, while I have no one. It is not right that we split it 

50/50.” And so, not wanting to embarrass his brother, he began, while it was still dark, to take some 

flour and place it in his brother’s barn.  

Ironically, at the same time, his brother said to himself, “This arrangement isn’t fair. I have the 

blessing of a wife and children to care for me when I am old, and my brother has no one.” And so, not 

wanting to embarrass his brother, he began, while it was dark, to take some flour and place it in his 

brother’s barn.  

Each night they did this, and they were always amazed the next morning at the apparent miracle 

that the level of flour never went down in either barn! 

Then one night, the inevitable happened: they met each other in the darkness, each carrying a sack 

of flour. They were overwhelmed by their mutual love and concern for one another.  

According to this legend, God looked down from heaven, saw the two brothers embracing, and 

blessed each of them, saying “This is a holy place, for I have seen such extraordinary love here.” The 

rabbis say that it was at this very place that Solomon’s Temple was built.  

 

That is a lovely story. To a great extent, it is a story about love, but at a deeper level, it is a story 

about faith because, before the miracle of God’s blessing can take place, each brother had to take 

the first step.  
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In other words, God’s blessing does not come until they have each taken the first step. And, the 

River Jordan does not stop flowing until the priests have stepped into the water. That is the point! 

Faith means trusting God, and getting our feet wet! It is as we step out in faith that God acts.  

In hymn 712, with the chorus, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus” are the lines,  

“His word shall nor fail you, he promised,  

believe him and all will be well.”  

However, as we know, it is not as easy as that. Taking the first step is never easy. There are always 

risks involved when we do something new. Those of you here in Church, and those of you watching 

at home, will all know it was not easy for anyone to walk up the drive this morning, socially distant 

from one another.  

I totally understand that many of you are still watching this service at home just now, and it is 

wonderful that, through modern technology and the gifts of people like Neil Eggo, you have the 

choice of being here or staying at home. 

   

To return to thinking about our faith - the author C.S. Lewis writes, and I quote, “You never know 

how much you really believe anything, until it becomes a matter of life and death for you.  

It is easy to believe that a rope is strong as long as you are using it to tie up something, but suppose 

you have to hang by that rope over a precipice – then you would discover if you really trusted the 

rope.” 

Only the reality of risk really tests our faith. For those Israelite priests, carrying the Ark of the 

Covenant into the rushing waters of the River Jordan required more than simply taking that first 

step.    

This was the test of their belief. Did they trust God enough to complete the journey to the Promised 

Land? 

 

Some time ago now, I read about a missionary who, before returning to the United States of 

America, had a two-day stopover in Germany during the early days of the Nazi occupation. 

It was late December, and he was walking through a Jewish ghetto. Appalled by the poverty he saw, 

he took out the money that he had, and spent it on chocolate – a sort of Christmas present for the 

children, who had forgotten what it was to laugh or sadly, even smile.   

When he phoned his superiors to ask for more money to travel back to America, they could hardly 

believe him. “You did what?” 

“I bought chocolate for the children – it’s Christmas after all,” said the missionary.  

“But they are Jewish and they don’t celebrate Christmas.” 

“I know,” he insisted. “But they are still children and children like chocolate.”   

“But they are not even Christians.” There was a pause, then the old missionary answered, “Yes, but I 

am!” 

 

Part of faith is practising what we profess to believe - sharing the love that we have been shown –

and, regardless of the risks, extending to others the compassion that we ourselves have 

experienced, even when there is no certainty of the outcome.  

As Christians, we do not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future. It is that 

knowledge that gives us the courage to take the first step, trusting that we will be strengthened for 

whatever challenges lie ahead.  

    

And when will this church be allowed to call a minister? Obviously, I do not know the answer to that 

question. As I have said before, with God, things often take a long time. Who would have imagined 
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that the church would be closed for as long as six months, when we were told on 23rd March that all 

churches throughout the country had to be closed.  

But the church reopened today and, someday, I trust that you will be allowed to call a minister. If we 

all had proof, we would not need our faith, but let us remember God is to be trusted and He is 

always faithful.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn “O soul are you weary and troubled” with the chorus, 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus” 

 

Prayer 

 

Let us pray, 

 

Gracious God, 

you led your people through the desert and then across the Jordan to the Promised Land.  

We thank you for your guidance in our lives, and the way you encourage us, challenge us and renew 

us. 

We thank you that speak to us through your Word – as you spoke to your people long ago through 

Moses and then your servant Joshua and the prophets.  

We hear your Word in the New Testament through Jesus and through Paul and the other writers, 

and so you teach us how to live day by day. 

We thank you that you speak to us too, through the people we meet, the sights we see and the 

experiences we go through. 

 

Living God, 

for all the ways you have guided us, and for all the ways you continue to lead us, we thank you.  

 

Loving God, 

each day we hear that the number of people with Covid -19 is rising, and there are more and more 

restrictions being put in place in different parts of the country. There is now the fear of a second 

wave. There is also an ever-growing number of people worried about finding a place to have a test. 

Lord God, we believe that you know all these details and we place all these situations into your 

hands, asking for your guidance for everyone in need at the present time. 

 

Loving God, 

we pray this morning for all those who are especially vulnerable at this time - the elderly, those in 

Care Homes and those who are ill in hospital. We give you thanks that Anne McRonald is home again  

and we pray too for Jean Allardyce, still in Ayr Hospital.  

Bless too, those we know who have been bereaved in recent days, and those who are especially 

worried at this time. 

 

Loving God, 

we know that the pandemic has made life so much harder for so many people and this morning we 

pray for all those who have been made redundant, and all those who face the prospect of 

redundancy or their business having to close down.  
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As students arrive at colleges and universities, may they understand the importance of refraining 

from meeting in large groups to stop spread the virus. 

We ask your blessing, Lord God, on all those involved searching for a vaccine to cure this disease. 

May they know your wisdom and strength in these days.  

 

O God our heavenly Father, be with us we pray and when we feel that we have a raging river to 

cross, a difficult situation to face, assure us of your presence and that you are with us every step of 

the way. This we pray through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Hymn “Great is thy faithfulness”  

 

Benediction 

“Grace, mercy and peace, 

from God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you all this day and for evermore.” 

Amen.                    Rona 

 

When we step out for God, we can be sure that God will go 

before us. 

 
Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mrs Anne McRonald   Mrs Jean Allardyce (in Ayr Hospital) 

Mrs Irene Gibson Mrs Maude Smillie 

Mrs Margaret  Burgess (Berelands Care Home) Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Rae Beattie Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Anna Irving 

Mrs Maie Dickie Mrs Catherine MacDonald 

Mrs Isa Lawrie Mr Alasdair Wham 

Mrs Jean McCamily Mrs Patricia Fraser 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 
NWC is open for worship   As many of you know, the church is now open for worship at 11.00am on 

Sundays. To comply with Scottish Government and Church of Scotland Guidelines, places available in 

the church building are limited therefore a telephone booking system is in place. Before booking, 

please consider carefully the content of Rona’s letter and list of rules/procedures circulated to all 

members and regular worshippers. Also please be aware that, depending on demand, it may not be 

possible for you to worship in church every week so that we can be fair to all members of the church 

family. To book a seat, please phone Sheila on (01292) 269705 between 9.30am and 12.00 noon  on 

Thursday. Our streamed service online will continue as normal at 11.00am on Sundays. 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Salvation Army Foodbank   A big thank you to all who have donated food and to all those on the 

rota for collection and onward delivery to the Salvation Army in the past few months. Please note 

that donations will be accepted today in the church drive between 2.00 and 3.00pm for the last 

time. From Sunday 27th September, donations should be left in the box in the church vestibule as 

you come to worship in the morning just as has happened for many years.  

 

Thank you!   Steven and Margaret-Anne McTurk would like to thank friends at NWC most sincerely 

for all the good wishes, cards and flowers received on the birth of their new granddaughter Ellie. 

Thank you (2)   Newton Primary School would like to say a huge Thank You to Phil McAnespie for all 
his help moving furniture for vulnerable families in the area for us. With his help we have been able 
to deliver numerous essential items to families who need it the most. We appreciate everything he 
and the friends he enlisted to help have done to help us. 

Can YOU help?  We are looking for someone to be NWC’s contact with Nkhata Bay Church in 

Malawi. This is open to all members of the congregation. If you are interested, please speak to Rev. 

Rona Young or John Bell in the first instance. 

Birthdays   Our Happy Birthday wishes go this week to each of the following:- 

21st September     Margaret Reid 22nd September    Carol Black  and   Gemma Bruce (18!!) 

25th September   Rhys Jackson           27th September   Callum Wright 

 

Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   

struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 

extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 

whose details are on page 9. Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 

can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

 

Answers to last week’s quiz   In the order in which they are to be found in the letter, the books of 

the Bible are Mark, Titus, Job, Kings, Esther, Peter, Jude, Haggai, Acts, Psalms, Amos, Malachi, 

Matthew, James, Daniel, Hosea, Ecclesiastes, Ezra, Joel, Jonah, Luke, Romans, Micah, Nahum, Ruth 

and Revelation. 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Pauline Johnston will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps bring us together to reach out to him in 

prayer while we are distancing physically.  

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
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Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 
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                                Rev. Rona Young  tel. (01292)471982   revronyoung@hotmail.com  
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Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 
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Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk   tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 
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