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 Issue 12             Extraordinary Times @ NWC          7th June 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the coronavirus crisis. If in need of pastoral 
care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Welcome and Intimations       

Good morning and a very warm welcome to everyone joining in this act of worship from NWC this 

morning. I am always amazed at the number of people who are watching, or who watch this service 

later on. Facebook records the number and it is shown on the screen. Thanks to everyone who is 

joining in this service.  

Once again, the Extraordinary Times will be available from 12 noon and we join together for a time 

of prayer at 12.30pm., starting with the Lord’s Prayer and then your own personal prayers.  

The Church of Scotland has a new website, if anyone wishes to make a donation either to the 

National Church or your local church. The e-mail address will be printed in full in the Extraordinary 

Times, but you can find it by typing in churchofscotland – donations. As the income for NWC is 

obviously down due to Covid-19, please donate to NWC. There are two boxes – the one on the right 

is where you write in the name of the church ie. Ayr: Newton Wallacetown. 

Donations for the Salvation Army Foodbank will be accepted this afternoon from 2pm – 3.30pm. 

Please put your contribution directly into the boot of the receiving car. There is a great response 

each week, so thanks to all of you who have contributed.  

News from our partner church in Malawi. Jailos, the Minister of Nkhata Bay Church, is now the 

Moderator Elect for the Bandawe and Limphasa Presbytery, and we will be asking for God’s Blessing 

for him in prayer later in the service. Further news was received on Thursday – Nkhata Bay Church 

has requested that NWC might assist them in trying to contain Covid-19 by helping to buy tapped 

pails, hand sanitizers and soap to improve sanitation in the church and their homes. The church will 

send them £250 for this purpose. 

 

 

Call to Worship from Psalm 150: 

“Praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Let everything that has breath, praise the Lord.” 

 

 

Hymn MP 77 “Christ triumphant, ever reigning” 

 

Holy Spirit, we welcome You! 
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Prayer 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you are great, good and holy beyond our imagining and you hold the whole world in 

your hands. We come into your presence with reverence and thanksgiving.   

 

Living God, as we think of the world you have created, with all its beauty and splendour - the 

grandeur of the mountains, the peaceful rolling hills, the loveliness of flowers, the fields and the 

trees and the breaking of waves on the seashore, we give you thanks and praise.   

Lord God, we put our hope and trust in you, and love and worship you with our hearts and minds. 

 

O God of wisdom and of truth, we try to hear your word, and do your will, but so often we fall short–  

we prefer our own ideas and our own ways. Forgive us O God, when we are distracted from your 

truth by our own selfishness. Forgive us O God, for worshipping you with only part of our whole 

being. Forgive us O God, when we do not see other people as our brothers and sisters, made in your 

image. 

 

In a few moments of silence,  

let us confess our own faults and failings to God….. 

 

Loving God, may we hear the words of Jesus,   “Your sins have been forgiven.” Lord, make this day, a 

day of new beginnings for us. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, and we continue to pray together saying,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us each day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever,     Amen 

 

 

Bible reading (1)        Genesis 2: 1 – 7 

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all  their  vast array. 

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 

from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested  

from all the work of creating that he had done.Adam and Eve 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD God 

made the earth and the heavens. 

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God 

had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up 

from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed a man 

from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 

living being. 
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Bible reading (2)        1 John 1: 1 – 4 

The incarnation of the Word of life 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of 

life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and 

heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

Praise Band MP 1012     “These are the days of Elijah” 

 

 

Sermon              “Spiritual Growth”        

Let us pray, 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer.  Amen 

 

Two questions for you all this morning: “Do you think you are growing in your spiritual life?” and, 

“Are you thriving or just surviving?” 

God wants each of us to grow spiritually, and if we do not, then we will end up feeling unfulfilled, 

unhappy and frustrated. 

As we grow older, we may feel that we are thriving physically, but there comes a time when our 

bodies begin to slow down – I can imagine that some of you are smiling, as if to say, “I know all 

about that.” 

However, so much of what happens to our bodies, depends on our minds – and our attitudes also 

play a vital part in keeping our bodies growing, although we are all destined eventually to return to 

dust, although not our souls. The soul or the spiritual part of us is meant to keep on growing until we 

move on from this world to life in God’s nearer presence. 

I am certain that, through this pandemic, there are now far more people watching services such as 

this online, or watching the religious programmes on television on a Sunday morning. God has surely 

been using these days, weeks and months that we have been living through, to draw us to himself. 

However, for so many people, the material world is all that matters, but we know that we were 

created by God, to grow spiritually. The central purpose for our lives, as Christians, is to thrive and 

grow spiritually.  

Last Sunday, on Pentecost, we heard a sermon by Gary about the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is the 

Holy Spirit working in our lives, to help us to grow spiritually, that is to grow more and more like 

Jesus. 

However, there are people who think they cannot grow spiritually because of their circumstances in 

life. But whether someone lives in an area of bad housing, with domestic difficulties or financial 

problems or with some other difficulty in their lives, they can still grow and flourish as Christians.  

I remember reading the following, “Just as an aeroplane, when taking off, flies into the wind, so 

there are people who have risen against the adverse winds of life, to new and unbelievable new 

heights with God.”  

 I know I have quoted before the late Selwyn Hughes, but an experience he wrote about, back in 

1999, applies to us and our lives today. He explained that one night, many years ago, he had been 

through a very hard time, when it seemed everything was piling on top of him, and he found himself 
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awake at dawn. He said to himself, “In spite of everything that is happening to me, I am still 

growing.” He said he had learned something that he never forgot for the rest of his life.  

God has created us, so that as human beings we function in five different ways – we are physical 

beings, longing beings, thinking beings, choosing beings and feeling beings.   

Each of these functions is not meant to work in isolation from one another, but work best when they 

are integrated together. So, the more we understand about each of these areas, and how they fit 

together, the more we will grow to be like Jesus.  

In Psalm 8, the psalmist reminds us that God created the world, the moon and the stars and then he 

created man (human beings.) In Psalm 8 at verse 5, we read, “You made him a little lower than the 

heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honour.” 

The psalmist continues, “You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under 

his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds in the air and the fish in the sea.” 

 It is human beings, and only human beings, who are made in the image of God. God has paid us a 

great compliment, by making us in his own image. Perhaps we take this for granted, too often. Do 

we ever really think about being made in the image of God?  

In our first Bible reading this morning, we heard the story about how God created Adam. First of all, 

he made Adam’s body. Before he breathed into Adam the breath of life, so that he would become a 

living soul, he carefully created the human frame for his soul.  

Scripture tells us that Adam’s body was made from the dust from the ground. We may not like to 

told that in the beginning we came from dust, but that is what Scripture says.  We are told that we 

are made from dust and to dust we will return.  

There is a story of a little boy, who heard the pastor preach on these words from Genesis 3: 19, 

“from dust you are, and to dust you will return.”  That evening, the little boy knelt to say his prayers 

at his bedside, and he happened to notice that there was some dust under his bed. Running to his 

mother, he said, “Come quickly, Mummy. There is someone either coming or going under my bed!!” 

The Bible describes the creation of the first human being and what is important is that we receive 

our lives directly from God.  

We heard at verse 7 in chapter 2, “God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being.”  

The special relationship that we have with God began at creation, when God breathed into a man 

and made him a human being, making him in his own likeness.  

 I would like to read the first three verses in Hymn 67 in MP: 

 

“Breathe on me, breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what Thou dost love, 

and do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with Thee I will one will 

to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 

till I am wholly Thine, 

until this earthly part of me 

glows with Thy fire divine.  
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Because of the fall, when sin came into the world, each and every one of us is born with an 

imperfect body, and it can be affected by all kinds of diseases or other problems.  

As I am sure we all know, the body and the mind are interconnected, so that what happens to our 

bodies affects our minds, and what happens to our minds affects our bodies. The fact that our 

bodies can be affected through an illness, for example, can work against our spiritual growth – or we 

may grow spiritually because of what happened.  

 

Our 2nd reading was from the 1st letter of John. The first verse reads, “That which was from the 

beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and 

our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.”   

This rather strange verse, like the verses that follow, were written because of a problem in the Early 

Church. This was a false teaching called Gnosticism. It is spelt with a silent G at the beginning, and 

comes from the Greek word gnosis, which means knowledge, or secret knowledge. The Gnostics said 

that if you had this secret knowledge, you could know all about God, and have union with him, 

without Jesus Christ.    

Gnosticism rejected anything to do with matter, in other words, the physical, and so they rejected 

everything to do with the world. The spirit they said was good, and matter was evil and so the idea 

of Jesus being born into the world was totally abhorrent to them.  

This is why John in his letter, writing against the background of Gnosticism, stresses that Jesus was 

born in human form. He says they heard Jesus speak, they saw him with their eyes, and they 

touched him with their hands. The Word actually became flesh, Jesus was a human being.  

Despite all their boasting, the Gnostics were wrong in concluding that the question of good and evil 

is the same as spirit and matter. We live and develop in the midst of this material world, not apart 

from it.  

 

The Bible also tells us that we are to treat our bodies with respect, because as Paul says, our body is 

the temple of the Holy Spirit. So, anyone who ignores or makes very little of the importance of our 

physical bodies, is going against the teaching of Scripture.  

Therefore, to thrive spiritually, we are to see the importance of our physical bodies. As our bodies 

are the temple for the Holy Spirit, we have a responsibility to care for them.  

This naturally leads to the topic of healing, but that would need a whole series of sermons. I would 

just like to say that I believe that it is so important we listen to the medical profession – doctors, 

nurses, consultants etc. as well as praying for healing – and possibly attending healing services.  

The late Selwyn Hughes tells the following story: “A woman once asked me to pray for her child, who 

had been diagnosed by an evangelist as “demon possessed.” Apparently, she had spoken to this 

evangelist before the service in which he was the guest preacher, and his diagnosis was that the little 

boy must have a demon.” 

Selwyn continues, “When I talked to the child, I was certain he was not demon possessed and 

suggested a medical check-up. The doctor diagnosed a problem in the child’s brain, which he said 

was causing the hyperactivity.”  

The Rev Michael Dickie, a former minister of Castlehill Church and who conducted healing services 

for over 30 years, never advised anyone to stop seeing a doctor or taking medication.  

 

To thrive and grow spiritually is the goal of all Christians so we become more Christlike. Peter says to 

his readers at the end of his second letter, “Continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus 

Christ, our Saviour and Lord.”  
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Let us remember that, if we do not grow as Christians then, although we are alive, we are spiritually 

dead. Despite living in lockdown, may we all feel that we are growing spiritually, and becoming more 

and more like Jesus. 

Amen.  

 

Hymn MP 1351 “Spirit of God, unseen as the wind”  

 

Prayer 

Let us pray, 

 

Loving Father, we come to you now, in our upside-down world of today, knowing our help always 

comes from you. You are the same yesterday, today and forever.  

In these uncertain days, Lord God, as we gradually ease out of lockdown, we pray that there will not 

be a second spike of Covid-19, and the death rate and the number of those ill with the virus will 

continue to go down.  

We pray for all those working to find a cure for this disease in so many parts of the country – in 

many parts of the world. We pray once again, Loving God, for everyone who has lost a loved one 

during this pandemic, those whose hearts are sore day after day. We pray too for all those risking 

their lives to care for others. 

 

Gracious God, we bring before you now the violence that has erupted because of racism. We pray 

that the people will protest peacefully in all the cities and states throughout America, and also in the 

protests here in Great Britain. We pray that, in time, this will improve race relations.   

 

Living God, bless Rev. Jailos Kasmsi, the new Moderator Elect in his Presbytery in Malawi, and bless 

Nkhata Bay congregation.  

Loving God, we bring before you now, our concern for the people we know and love. We pray for 

Edith Gray whose husband, David, died last Tuesday, and remember all the members of his family 

too.  

We pray for Jim Alexander, home from hospital after a bad fall, for his wife, Aileen, and others we 

know who are ill in hospital, or at home at this time. 

We pray for all those feeling isolated and feel that this lockdown has lasted so long. Bless too all 

those who are especially anxious or depressed. In a few moments of silence, let us name before our 

heavenly Father, all those uppermost in our hearts this morning …………… 

 

Compassionate God, we pray that you will touch the lives of all those we have named before you, 

and bring them help, hope, healing and wholeness. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord,  

Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn MP 496       “O for a thousand tongues to sing” 

 

 

Benediction 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 

and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And may the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.   Amen.                            Rona 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mrs Edith Gray Mr James Alexander 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mr John Cassells 

Mrs Aileen Alexander Mrs Jessie Rennie 

Mrs Ellise Wilson Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Heather McLeod Mrs Anna Irving 

Mrs Joan Ness Mrs Cath Lindsay 

Mrs Jean Hamilton Mrs Alison Wilson 

Mrs Christine Martin Mrs Mary Ferguson 

Mrs Catherine McDonald Mrs Helen McGill 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
 
Sad news   Mrs Edith Gray’s husband, David, passed away on Tuesday after a period of ill-health. We 
remember Edith and the family in our thoughts and prayers at this sad time of parting. The funeral 
service will be held on Tuesday 9th June.  
 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Matthew 5:4 
 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 

e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Thank you!   On one day per week for several weeks now, Graham Hood has been electing to use his 

time for personal physical exercise to keep the Church garden tidy by cutting and strimming the 

grass! While many of us are not using the Church drive just now, his quiet endeavour is one way of 

showing those passing on foot or on wheels that we have not gone away and will be open for 

worship again as soon as we are given appropriate permission. Thank you Graham! 

 

Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   

struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 

extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 

whose details are on page 9.  Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 

can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

                                                                                   

Nkhata Bay Church, Malawi   As Rona mentioned in the intimations, the Kirk Session of the church 

with which we are twinned has asked for financial assistance to help them provide practical 

measures to try to contain Covid-19. It has been agreed that the church will send £250 to purchase 

tapped pails, soap and hand sanitizers. 

 

Salvation Army Foodbank A big thank you to all who have donated on the past five Sunday 

afternoons. Please note that donations will be accepted between 2.00 and 3.30pm. Only leave your 

car when the person before you has gone and, if possible, please place your contribution directly 

into the boot of the receiving car. 

While any donation is great, the foodbank has expressed particular needs for the following:- 

Small Jars of Coffee     Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned or Packet Potatoes    Tinned Cold Meat 

Tinned Mince or Stew     Tinned or Packet Custard 

Tinned Creamed Rice     Anything that is long life! 

Additionally they accept - 

Toiletries - soap, shampoo, toothpaste                        Carrier Bags, particularly robust bags 

 

Birthdays    We wish a very Happy Birthday to each of the following:- 

8th June   Fiona Brunet-Laing       14th June   Pauline Wright 

               

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Christine Tierney will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps brings us together to reach out to him in 

prayer while we are distancing physically. Please join us for the service if you can and take part in the 

prayer time which many are finding valuable and some find comforting. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
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Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 

Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Let the presence of the risen Lord 

Come renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 

Give me faith for what I cannot see, 

Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                                Rev. Rona Young  tel. (01292)471982   revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263 nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson tel. (01292) 857429  dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

Youth & Com. Worker:  Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828866447 phil@room60.co.uk 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk   tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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