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Issue 16             Extraordinary Times @ NWC           5th July 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the coronavirus crisis. If in need of pastoral 
care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Welcome and Intimations    

Before this morning’s service, I wish to thank everyone who took part in the Youth Service last 

Sunday. All the children, and everyone who took part, were excellent and word must have spread, 

because I looked up how many people had watched the service by last Sunday evening, and it was 

834!! 

There are too many people to thank individually, and I sent various emails last week. But special 

thanks must be given to Pauline and Neil who worked so hard to draw everything together. Once 

again, we really felt as if we were a congregation, although physically apart. I give thanks that God 

called me to such a talented congregation – including, of course, all the children.   

Once again, the Extraordinary Times will be available from 12 noon and we join together for a time 

of prayer at 12.30pm, starting with the Lord’s Prayer and continuing with your own prayers. 

It will be some time yet before the church can be reopened but, when we do so, I would like to 

stress that as we have to be socially distant, no-one can sit in their ‘own pew’ and no singing will be 

allowed. You will have to enter and leave the church through different doors and use hand sanitizers 

as you enter and leave the building. 

Austin Hunter has heard from Jailos, the Minister in Nhkata Bay Church in Malawi, that his wife Hilda 

is starting a 4-year B. of Ed. course in Social Sciences at the University of Malawi.  This will upgrade 

her to Senior School teaching. He did not ask directly for money but was keen to make us aware of 

the need.  

Austin is asking if someone or a family may wish to help. The tuition fees are only paid by the Govt. 

in Malawi in the 2nd year of study. The total cost is £1,350 for the first year. If each person or family 

considers paying £25 for 9 months (of the academic year) that is a total of £225. Together that 

would be £1,350. 

If anyone is willing to help, or wants to ask more questions, please contact Austin direct on 570200 

or at  austinbhunter@yahoo.com  

 

Call to Worship from Psalm 147 - 

 

“Praise the LORD. 

How good it is to sing praises to our God, 

how pleasant and fitting to praise him!”  

 

Hymn       MP1350   Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

 

Thou  art  the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to know 
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Prayer                   

Let us pray, 

 

Almighty God, Creator of the sun, the moon and stars, and all of the universe, we worship you. 

You have made us for yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest with you.  

You have given us will with which to obey you and voices to sing your praise. We find the purpose of 

our lives in doing your will. Lord God, for our world, and for our lives, we worship and adore you. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you came to reveal our Father’s love. We praise you for your humble birth, your 

life of preaching, teaching and healing, your death upon the cross, your glorious resurrection and 

ascension, and your continued intercession for us through the Holy Spirit. Lord Jesus Christ, we 

worship and adore you.  

 

We praise you too, O God the Holy Spirit. We praise you that you are always with your people, 

sustaining them, guiding them and teaching them all truth. God the Holy Spirit, be with each one of 

us now, in this time of worship, and help us to hear your word for us on this day.  

 

But, Loving Father, before we continue to worship you, we have to confess our sins – we know there 

are times when we have not cared, we have been too wrapped up in ourselves, too hard on others, 

and too quick to blame. In a few moments of silence, help us now to confess our faults and failings 

to you…. 

 

Loving God, forgive us. Help and guide us through your Holy Spirit, so that we become better  

followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept all our prayers in Jesus’ name, and in his own words we 

pray together saying….. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us each day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever,     Amen 

 

Bible reading (1)         Matthew 22: 1 – 7 

The parable of the wedding banquet 

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared 

a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet 

to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 

4 Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared 

my dinner: my oxen and fatted cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 

wedding banquet.” 

5 But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized 

his servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city.’ 
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Bible reading (2)        Matthew 22: 8 – 14 

 

8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 

come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.” 10 So the servants 

went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, 

and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

wedding clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?” The man 

was speechless. 

13 Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

14 For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 

 

Hymn      MP 835    Great is the darkness 

 

Sermon              “R.S.V.P.”           

 

Let us pray, 

Loving God,  open our hearts to hear your word for us this day.    Amen 

 

A story – after being married for several years, a couple can communicate in just a few words. 

Imagine the scene: a man has been invited to a party, and after spending the day in the garden, he 

dashes into the house to get changed.  

He goes to his wardrobe, but suddenly realises that he is not sure about what to wear! Is it casual, 

smart casual or more formal?  

He decides on smart casual, gets ready, fetches his car keys and goes into the living-room, where his 

wife is waiting. She looks at him and smiles, but it is not the sort of smile that says, “Darling I love 

you.” She looks at him and says just six words. Just six. “Is that what you are wearing?” He knows 

how to respond – he goes back to the bedroom and changes.  

 

In the Parable we heard from Matthew’s Gospel chapter 22, Jesus tells us a story that has something 

to do with what to wear, and he even speaks about wearing the wrong clothes. In some ways this is 

a disturbing story, and it does not have a happy ending. But it is a story that teaches us different 

lessons. 

Jesus begins by saying that the kingdom is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son, 

and sent out servants to tell those who had been invited to come.  

 It is unlikely that the people to whom Jesus is speaking had actually been to a wedding banquet, but 

they knew about wedding banquets in general and no doubt had some idea of the importance and 

magnificence of one that the king would have had prepared for his son.  Jesus is picturing the most 

elaborate celebration possible.  

In this parable, Jesus is comparing his kingdom to a banquet. Being part of God’s kingdom is like 

going to a party. It is a festive occasion and a time of great joy.  

I know in the past, some people did not seem to believe that you could be a Christian, and have fun 

or enjoy yourself. Jesus may well have been helping the people to understand that the greatest joys 

that this life can offer are to be found in his kingdom.  
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The king sent his servants to ask the invited guests to come to the banquet, but they refused to 

come. So, he sent some more servants with the message, “Tell those who have been invited that I 

have prepared my dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding banquet.”  

In these days, there was a two-way process in being invited to a wedding. The invitations were sent 

out well in advance, and everyone had to send back their RSVP. Obviously in these days it would 

have been by word of mouth. Those who said “yes” were given a reminder on the day of the 

wedding itself.  

But these guests paid no attention. They were busy working – one went to his fields and another to 

his business.  

I am sure we can understand how the king felt, it may well have happened to many of us at some 

time or other.  For example, we have spent hours planning and getting ready for a party or a special 

event and then the day comes and far less people turn up than we had expected.  

The circumstances could be different, but things do not work out as we expected and we are 

disappointed. We know how it feels – we can be angry and frustrated and upset.      

So, we can understand how the king felt, and then in some small way, we have some understanding 

of how God feels when one of us rejects his invitation to be part of the kingdom he has prepared for 

us. But then it gets even worse. 

We are told in verse 6 that the “The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them.”  

We would expect that those listening to Jesus must have thought to themselves, “who would do 

such a thing – to refuse to go to a king’s banquet?” This invitation would be the greatest honour that 

a man or a woman could receive in their entire life. And yet these people refused to attend. They 

were indifferent and went on with their daily lives, and some of them became violent with the 

messengers, showing utter contempt for the king.  

So, the king is furious. He says that they do not deserve to come, and decides to extend his invitation 

to the banquet to everyone who wants to come. He tells his servants, “Go to the street corners and 

invite to the banquet anyone you can find.”  

 

Only once, in all my years in the Ministry, have I heard of a groom not turning up at the church for a 

wedding – and thankfully, it never happened to me.  On this occasion, I was told, that the father of 

the bride said that the wedding guests were to go on to the reception as it was already paid for, but I 

do not know whether they did or not. 

In this parable, the servants were told to gather all the people they could find, both bad and good, 

and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  

 

To try to understand what Jesus was trying to say, we have to remember that, for three years, he 

had been teaching and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, which included proclaiming that he 

was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God. The message was primarily for the people, the chosen 

people of God.  

The king in this parable is obviously God, and the invited guests were his chosen people, the Jews. 

The servants that God sent to them, the O.T. prophets, were rejected and killed. Then God sent John 

the Baptist and finally Jesus. But John the Baptist was beheaded and Jesus knew he was going to be 

rejected and killed. 

The Jews rejected the kingdom, and so the invitation was extended to anyone who wanted to come. 

In Acts chapter 13: 46 Paul and Barnabas said to the Jews in Antioch, “We had to speak the word of 

God to you first. Since you rejected it, and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now 

turn to the Gentiles.” And that is exactly what they did.    
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We heard, at the end of the parable, that there is no one who is not invited to the king’s banquet, 

and that is one of the points of the parable. When God has a banquet, everyone is invited.  

When Jesus died on the cross, and was made sin for everyone, no one was left out. The only thing 

that keeps us away from the banquet, is our own stubborn refusal to accept the invitation, and that 

is surely our choice. God’s desire is to fill his banquet hall with his guests.  

It is easy to understand this parable up to this point, but then there are the last few verses: 

The king notices that a man is not wearing wedding clothes, “Friend,” he asked, “How did you get in 

here without wedding clothes? Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot and throw 

him outside into the darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”       

Then Jesus added, “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  

 

At the end of the 2nd World War, the Russian Head of State gave an elaborate banquet to honour the 

British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. The Russians arrived in the best formal wear – military 

dress uniforms – but the honoured guest did not. 

Churchill arrived wearing his famous zipper coveralls that he had worn during the German bomb 

attacks in London. He thought it would provide a nostalgic touch that the Russians would appreciate. 

But they didn’t.  

They were humiliated and insulted that their prominent guest of honour had not considered their 

banquet worthy of his best clothes. To wear the right clothes for a formal dinner, honours the host 

and the occasion, neglecting to wear them, is an insult.  

 

Going back to the parable, we might wonder how those who accepted the king’s invitation could 

possibly be expected to come properly dressed.  

Commentators tell us that, at that time, the king supplied the wedding garments himself. All the 

guests had to do was to put them on. So, it appears that this man did not make even a small effort to 

put on the proper clothes.  

 At first glance, this is just a small thing - but it is not. And so often, this is how many people think 

about the Kingdom of God. They want to be part of the banquet, but they do not want to serve God.   

 

 As we thought about earlier, the wedding banquet was originally for the Jews, but they rejected the 

Old Testament prophets. God sent his Son, Jesus, but most of the people refused to accept that he 

was the Messiah. So, the invitation was given to everyone – the good and the bad – and as we know 

through Paul, the invitation was given to the Gentiles.  

As we hear this parable, we know that because we believe in Jesus, we are not like the Jews, except 

the more we hear this story, we realise that it says something about the difference of believing in 

Jesus and really accepting and following him. 

The invitation to the banquet was not important to those who had been invited. It had no priority 

for them. They were not antagonistic towards God, but simply had no time for him.  

God’s invitation is extended to everyone – those who lead moral upright lives and the dregs of 

society. We know that Jesus ate with tax collectors and prostitutes. Everyone is invited – both the 

good and the bad. How can God do this – the answer is by his grace.  

 The parable finishes, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” Everyone is invited, but not everyone 

ends up at the table. Why? It is not God’s fault. He prepares a banquet for everyone, but he is not 

going to force anyone to come. People will always have excuses not to come to the banquet. 

 

What is your response? Do you accept the invitation to follow Jesus?  

Amen.  
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Hymn MP    MP 880     Lord I come to you 

 

Prayer  

Let us pray, 

 

Living God, 

we thank you for your promise that whenever we come together in the name of Christ, even 

although we are in our own homes, he is here with us.  

 

We thank you too, Living God, that although, so often, we fail to make time for you, yet you are 

always ready to accept us, respond to us and help us in any time of need.  

 

Sovereign God,  

you reveal yourself to us in many different ways: through the still small voice and also, in our busy 

daily lives; through moments of quiet reflection and through acts of worship on a Sunday morning.  

Lord God, although we are all so different, you respond to each and every one of us.  

 

Loving God,  

we pray now for your people throughout the world and, as we give ourselves to Jesus, may we love 

our neighbour as we love ourselves.   We pray for our world leaders and for countries where there 

are special problems at this time, especially the countries where there is a rise in Covid-19 cases.    

Bless too, all those who are oppressed, homeless and starving. 

 

We pray now, Loving Father, for all those who are in special need of our prayers this morning: 

we pray that those who mourn may be comforted, those who are ill, may be cared for. We pray too 

for those in hospital, and all those who now live in Care Homes. Bless members of this congregation  

who are especially worried about a loved one. In the silence, we name those uppermost in our 

thoughts today …….. 

 

O God of Love, bless everyone for whom we have prayed. Help us, we pray, to know that whatever 

we do, we do it for your sake, and we offer the whole of our lives, our every thought, word and 

action, to your glory.   

 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord, Amen.  

 

 

Closing hymn    MP 173    Glorious things of thee are spoken 

 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all this day and for evermore. 

 

Amen                   Rona 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

Mrs Margaret  Burgess Mrs Irene Gibson 

Mrs Jeanette Steel Mrs Ann Shaw 

Mrs Christine Martin Mr John Cassells 

Mrs Aileen Alexander Mr James Alexander 

Mrs Heather McLeod Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Jessie Rennie 

Mrs Ellise Wilson Mrs Alison Wilson 

Mrs Anna Irving Mrs Edith Gray 

Mrs Catherine McDonald Mrs Helen McGill 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 
 
Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   
struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 
extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 
whose details are on page 9.  Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 
can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

 

 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
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Can you help?  Newton Primary School is looking for a fridge (any size) and a washing machine for a 

family moving into the area. They have the means to PAT test any such donation. If you can help, 

please contact Irene Gibson at irenesgibson31@gmail.com 

Salvation Army Foodbank A big thank you to all who have donated on past Sunday afternoons. 

Please note that donations will be accepted between 2.00 and 3.30pm. Only leave your car when 

the person before you has gone and, if possible, please place your contribution directly into the boot 

of the receiving car. 

 

While any donation is great, the foodbank has expressed particular needs for the following:- 

Small Jars of Coffee     Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned or Packet Potatoes    Tinned Cold Meat 

Tinned Mince or Stew     Tinned or Packet Custard 

Tinned Creamed Rice     Anything that is long life! 

Additionally they accept - 

Toiletries - soap, shampoo, toothpaste                        Carrier Bags, particularly robust bags 

 

Everything is distributed to those in need in our area and to Newton Primary School which is also a 

centre for collection for other schools with vulnerable families.  

Birthday   

On 11th July we wish a very Happy 

Birthday to Marion Mulvanny. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Alasdair Wham will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with the 

Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps bring us together to reach out to him in prayer 

while we are distancing physically.  

Please join us for the service if you can and take part in the prayer time which many are finding  

valuable and in which some find comfort. 

 

mailto:irenesgibson31@gmail.com
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Lord, you love to speak in Scripture: 

words that summon from the page, 

shown and taught us by your Spirit 

with fresh light for every age. 

 

Lord, you always speak in Jesus, 

always new yet still the same; 

teach us now more of our Saviour; 

make our lives display His name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                                Rev. Rona Young  tel. (01292)471982   revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263 nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson tel. (01292) 857429  dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:  Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828866447 phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk   tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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