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No God  -  no peace 

Know God  -  know peace 

 

Issue 38       Extraordinary Times @ NWC                 6th December 2020 

                                   Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

 

 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 
pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Welcome and Intimations 

 

Good morning and a very warm welcome to everyone watching this online service from Newton 

Wallacetown Church.  

This morning, we rejoice that a vaccine has been passed by the regulator that will eventually 

eradicate Covid-19. This was the news we had been waiting for and, although there is the winter 

ahead when we have to follow the restrictions to keep us safe, we now know there is real hope for 

the future.  

We are taking a step in faith and hoping we come out of level 4 on Friday. So, if you wish to book a 

seat for next Sunday 13th December in the church hall at 11am, please phone Sheila Innes on 

Thursday 10th December between 9.30am and 12 noon. Telephone: 01292 269705. You can also 

email her between 12 noon on Thursday 10th December and 12 noon on Friday 11th December. 

Email: sheilainnes11@gmail.com   

The Extraordinary Times will be available this morning at 12 noon, and we join together as a church 

for our prayer time at 12.30pm, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer and continuing with our own 

personal prayers. 

The driveway at the church will be open between 2 and 3pm this afternoon for donations for the 

foodbank and you can bring your gift for the children at Newton Primary School as well. As Pauline 

said last Sunday, thanks for all your generous donations and thanks to those on duty this afternoon 

and those who take the donations to the Salvation Army.  

Advance Notice – the Prayer Meeting for the three churches in the North Ayr Grouping will resume 

in the New Year, meeting by Zoom on the second Monday evening of each month. The first one will 

be led by NWC on Monday 11th January at 6.30pm.  

Finally, I would like to thank everyone involved in decorating the Church for Christmas – it is looking 

really great and I saw it myself online last Sunday.  

 

 

Call to worship for the 2nd Sunday in Advent 

 

The Psalmist says: “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with Joy” 

 

Hymn “Jesus is the name we honour” with the Praise Band.  
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Prayer  

 

Let us pray,   

 

Loving God,  

as we bow our hearts in prayer this morning, first of all, we want to give you thanks and praise that a 

vaccine has been found and passed by the regulator to eradicate Covid-19. 

We are still in the midst of the pandemic but we now have hope, in these long dreary days of winter,   

that one day our lives will go back to normal once again.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

on this 2nd Sunday in Advent, we thank you for John the Baptist –for his willingness to speak the 

truth, no matter what it cost, for his readiness to point away from himself, and the way that his 

lifestyle testified to the truth of his message in a way that words could never do.  

 

Heavenly Father,  

forgive us that so easily we lose sight of the message of Advent, allowing its wonder to be lost in our 

preparations for Christmas. So often, we are concerned about what is unimportant, and forget the 

real meaning of it all. Forgive us that so often we forget your promises, we worry instead of turning 

to you in prayer and we lose sight of your great love.  

 

In a few moments of silence, let us bring our own personal confession, before our Loving Heavenly 

Father…. 

 

Forgive us Loving Father, and may we know your peace deep in our hearts. Meet with us, we pray 

through this act of worship, although we are not physically together in this church, we are united in 

our love for you.  

 

 

May this season of Advent teach us to welcome Jesus afresh into our lives, and rejoice that his love is 

not just at Christmas, but always. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.  

 

Lighting of the 2nd Advent Candle: John the Baptist  

 

We light the candle 

for all God’s messengers, 

preparing the way for change, 

signs pointing to a new age to come. 

God, as we wait for your promise 

Give light, give hope.  

 

Children’s Talk will be given this morning by Pauline Johnston 

 

Hymn, with the Praise Band again, we sing  

“This child secretly comes in the night”   
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Bible reading     Mark 1: 1 – 8 read by Julie Eggo 

John the Baptist prepares the way 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah 

the prophet: 

‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way’ - 

3 ‘a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

“Prepare the way for the Lord, 

make straight paths for him.”’ 

 

 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 

Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the River Jordan. 6 John wore clothing made of 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was 

his message: ‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 

 

Hymn “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” 

 

Sermon      “What would John the Baptist say to us?”    

 

Let us pray, 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 

     

Everywhere it seems that we hear the words, “Christmas is going to be different this year.” We all 

know that is true. I read in a Sunday paper that it was suggested that we move Christmas to next 

summer, when we can enjoy a time with our families, without all the present restrictions! But we 

cannot move Christmas!! This was written by someone who obviously had no idea of what Christmas 

really means. 

Advent is different this year too. The church is so beautifully decorated, but there are no people 

here in the pews. There are also many people working from home, people who have been 

furloughed, people have been made unemployed and people who feel very isolated as they live 

alone.  

As part of this, the church as a whole is seeing a greater number of people whose instinct is to turn 

to God for assurance and stability when things are changing so rapidly.  

On Wednesday morning, we heard the wonderful news that there will be a vaccine which has been 

passed by the regulator, and so our hope of finding a vaccine has now become a reality.  

I know more people have been watching these online services and it is my hope and prayer that you 

will continue to do so, as the weeks and months pass. Turning to God through Jesus makes such a 

difference to our lives, not just when we are going through difficult times, but each and every day of 

our lives.  
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This morning we heard the first 8 verses in Mark’s Gospel. Mark’s first sentence is, “The beginning of 

the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

This gospel does not begin with a baby in a manger, but a prophetic word. Mark’s gospel is rooted in 

the Old Testament. He quotes the prophet Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets. In 

chapter 3, verse 1 he says, “I will send my messenger who will prepare the way before me.”  

Mark then quotes from the book of the prophet Isaiah chapter 40. The prophet Isaiah lived in the 

latter half of the 8th century B.C. In different passages he describes the coming Messiah, and in 

chapter 40 at verse 3, he writes,   

“in the desert prepare the way for the Lord; 

make straight in the wilderness 

a highway for our God.”  

 

In these days, the roads had no surface and, because the soil was so hard, it would bear the weight 

of mules and oxen and carts. There were therefore very few surfaced roads – and, if there were, it 

was usually because a king was going to travel through that area.  

On this occasion, a message was sent out to prepare the road for a king. John was to prepare the 

way, prepare the people, for the coming Messiah.  

And so, on the 2nd Sunday in Advent, we traditionally remember John the Baptist and we realise right 

away that he was different. “John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.”  

Scholars tell us that there had been 400 years without the voice of a prophet but, when John spoke, 

the Jews felt that they were hearing the voice of God. He was like a breath of fresh air.  

Just as Mark gets right to the heart of his gospel, so John does not care what people say or think of 

him – he has a hard-hitting message.  

And, he accepts his role as the forerunner to Jesus. If this happened today, we can see it goes 

against society’s idea of being in the spotlight. John also claims that he baptises with water, but 

Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit.  

 

 If John the Baptist was alive today, he would talk to us too about preparing for Jesus’ birth. But what 

would his message be? What would John the Baptist say to us?  

We heard at verse 4, “And so John came, baptising in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” John preached a message of repentance, and he would tell 

us that we too need to repent. There is something wrong with us, John would say, and we need to 

change.   

So, how would we respond? Maybe we would think – “I am fine as I am. I work hard and look after 

all of my personal responsibilities. I am not perfect, but I am okay.” 

But that is the problem - we are not perfect. In the book of Genesis, we read that God created Adam 

and Eve as perfect human beings. But Eve was tempted to eat from the tree in the middle of the 

garden. The serpent told her that, if she ate it, she would become like God. 

So, Eve ate some of the fruit and gave it to her husband and he ate it too. And, therefore, we know 

that according to the Word of God, we are all sinful. This is why John the Baptist would say to us that 

we need to repent.  

      

The writer John Schultz says that there are three “R’s” to the word repentance, the first being   

recognising our sins.  

In verse 5 we are told, “The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 

hear him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan river.” 
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We have already had a prayer of confession in this service, but perhaps we need to take more time, 

and I include myself, to think about the way we have treated other people or the way that we have 

put so many other things before God. 

We may need to repent from treating out faith just like a routine of reading the Bible and saying our 

prayers. In these days, due to Covid-19, everything seems rather grey and monotonous.  

Recognising our sins, is the first R of repentance.  The second R is receiving forgiveness from God. In 

the second half of verse 4, John says that after we repent, or turn away from our sins, God will 

forgive us.   

God forgives our imperfections and because Jesus died on the cross for us, all our sins are gone. God 

holds no grudges and neither does he keep a record of our wrong-doing. He forgives completely.  

Those who came out to John in the desert received God’s forgiveness by being baptised in the river 

Jordan. 

We received God’s forgiveness when we were baptised and every time we confess our sins to God.  

As we are told in the 1st letter of John, “he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness.” This is the second R of repentance – receiving God’s forgiveness.   

The third and final R is to reform our lives.  This means, for example, that after being forgiven for 

being too impatient, we are to be more patient. Or, after being forgiven for making excuses and 

disobeying God, we begin to obey God, not because we have to, but because we want to.  

The final R in our life is to be reformed – or changed from what we were before.  Repentance means 

changing direction, abandoning our sinful ways and returning to God. Guilt is part of repentance, but 

it is true repentance when it causes us to change our minds and directions.  

An old Hebrew legend tells about a disobedient angel atoning for his sin. God told him to go back to 

earth and find the most precious thing he could find.  

He saw a rancher stalking a man who had stolen his cattle. He followed the thief to his home and 

peered through the scope of his rifle to see him move from room to room. He was about to pull the 

trigger, when the thief picked up a small child. He watched as he kissed the child and put him to bed.  

Suddenly the rancher was filled with remorse - he nearly killed the child’s father. With a tear of 

repentance, he returned home. The angel caught the tear and returned to heaven. God said, “You 

did well. Nothing is more precious than a tear of repentance.” 

The Good News of the gospel brings hope to us all, and especially to those who feel on the fringe of 

society since it also belongs there. God’s love goes beyond the boundaries of where we think God 

was supposed to be. There is no place on earth where God will not go or be for us.  

After we confess our sins to God, how do we know that we have been forgiven? And how can we 

reform our lives? What would John the Baptist say?  

He said, “After me will come one much more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie.”  

At that time, this would be the work of a slave. John is saying that the One who is coming will give us 

the courage to confess our sins to God. He is the one who will take all of our sins away. He is the one 

who will change us into a new person, a new creation.  

John says, “I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” 

John is saying that someone greater, more powerful, more compelling, and more amazing than 

anyone else who has ever lived, is coming. He will demonstrate his power in all kinds of ways – his 

healing, his miracles, his Resurrection, and the gift of his Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  

 

At this time of year, we see magazines and newspapers full of recipes for the perfect Christmas 

dinner – mouth-watering starters, succulent turkey with all the trimmings, and wonderful ideas for 

sweets or desserts.  
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What would John the Baptist say to us if we asked him what is the recipe for a successful Christmas? 

He would tell us there are two main ingredients and they are a heart full of repentance and a heart 

full of Christ. These are the most important ingredients for a successful Christmas whether we are 

living through a pandemic or not. 

In this month, we are busy making all the traditional preparations as best we can this year, but let us 

remember that someone is coming who is greater than John the Baptist, greater than anyone we 

know, someone who brings real meaning to this special time of year. Jesus is at the very heart of 

Christmas. 

The four lines of the hymn we are about to sing, takes us to the real heart of Christmas: 

“Jesus, name above all names, 

Beautiful Saviour, Glorious Lord, 

Immanuel, God is with us, 

Blessed Redeemer, living Word.” 

Amen.  

 

 

 
 

 

Hymn “Jesus, name above all names.” 

 

Prayer 

Let us pray, 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

we rejoice that you came in fulfilment of the old-age prophecy, vindicating the long-held 

expectations of your people. After so many years of frustrated hopes and disappointments, you 

dwelt among us – the Prince of Peace, the promised Messiah, Son of David, Son of man, Son of God.  

 

We rejoice that we are heirs of the promises of old, for you came, not only to your own people, but 

to the whole human race, born to set us free from everything that enslaves us, and to open the way 

to eternal life to anyone willing to follow you. 

 

We rejoice that your purpose for the world continues, and that the time will come when your 

kingdom is established and your victory complete. 
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We rejoice that in this season, so full of promise, reminds us of all that has been and all that has yet 

to be.  You have shown us that what God promises, what shall be accomplished, and we praise you 

for that assurance.  

 

Loving God, we pray now, for all those who cannot look forward  to any kind of celebration this 

Christmas –the poor and the hungry and the homeless and the persecuted. 

We pray for all those whose celebration is spoiled by fear – for those who are anxious about 

themselves or a loved one and those who see no hope for the future. 

 

We pray for all those who are struggling with grief, those who have lost a loved one in recent weeks 

or days, and cannot see any way of rejoicing in these dark days.  

 

And we pray for all those who feel isolated especially in these days of the pandemic, when they 

cannot go out or meet with loved ones and feel so lonely day after day. 

 

Loving Father, may your light reach out to the darkest places in our world, so that there may be 

hope, rather than despair, joy rather than sorrow, and love rather than hatred.  Lord, help each one 

of us, wherever we can, to reach out to others in love. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, 

Amen.   

 

Hymn “Go tell it on the mountain” 

 

Benediction 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all this day and for 

evermore. Amen.                  Rona

         

Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

Mr Donald Grant Mrs Jean Allardyce   

Mrs Anne McRonald Mrs Rena Bell  

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Maude Smillie 

Mrs Catherine MacDonald Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Gina McKnight Mrs Isabel Calder 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Rae Beattie 

Mrs Alison Wilson Mrs Anna Irving 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 

NB. Re-start of public worship    Please note that we hope to be able to open for worship again next 

Sunday ie. 13th December. If you wish to book a seat, please phone Sheila on (01292) 269705 

between 9.30am and 12.00noon on Thursday or contact her via e-mail at sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

between 12.00noon on Thursday and 12.00noon on Friday. 

 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
mailto:sheilainnes11@gmail.com
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Calendars   If you would still like a Scenes of Ayrshire calendar, a second order is being placed very 

soon due to popular demand. To order,  please contact Steven or Margaret-Anne McTurk on 

(01292) 288942 by midday this Tuesday. Calendars cost £6.00 each. Please act promptly. 

 

A Newton Wallacetown Merry Christmas   While things need to be a little different this year, let’s 

wish other members season’s greetings virtually by families, couples or individuals submitting a  

short video to brassjulie@aol.com no later than Sunday 13th December. Neil will put all the videos  

together and the result will be shown at the end of the church service on Sunday 20th December. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions. I look forward to seeing your videos. 

                          Julie Eggo 

 
Christmas Giving   As we look towards Christmas and celebrating the birth of Jesus, God’s greatest 

gift, we ask you all to think about giving. Finances in the church have been difficult this year and, 

whilst we appreciate that this is the case for many, we ask that you consider whether you can find 

something extra for the church during December. 

We are called to steward the resources we have been given. If we give generously, God will give 

generously to us.  Thank you.                   Janis Meredith 

Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to:-  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 
You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 

 

Giving Tree  A big thank you to all who have helped make this year’s Giving Tree appeal a success. All 

of the gift tags have been taken which is remarkable given the restrictions. Although it has been 

announced that school holidays are to remain unchanged, could I please ask that any remaining gifts 

be brought to the church either this Sunday or next ie.  6th or 13th December between 2.00pm  and 

3.00pm in order that the school teachers have time to organise Santa’s visit?      Irene Gibson 

                                                                                                                                                

Salvation Army Food Bank   Please note that donations can once again be taken to the church drive 

between 2.00pm and 3.00pm each Sunday afternoon. Sincere thanks go to all who bring donations 

and to those who collect and deliver these each week 

 

While staff at the food bank are extremely grateful for all gifts, at present they have an abundance 

of soup, beans, pasta, rice and tuna. 

 Items in shorter supply at the moment include tinned potatoes,  other tinned vegetables, tinned  

stew, mince etc., Christmas “goodies”  eg.  biscuits and boxes of chocolates, coffee, toiletries eg. 

shampoo and soap, household cleaning products. 

 

Birthdays There are no known birthdays in the coming week. 

mailto:brassjulie@aol.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Date for your new diary   Please note that the monthly prayer meetings for churches within the 

North Ayr Grouping will re-commence on Zoom on Monday 11th January 2021 at 6.30pm when 

Rona will lead the meeting on behalf of NWC.  

Specific information about how to join the first meeting will be intimated and in the Extraordinary 

Times on 3rd and 10th January. 

 

Advance warning  Due to uncertainties over Covid, the Kirk Session has decided that, this year, both 

the Watchnight  and Christmas morning services will only be recorded and streamed rather than 

have people attending church. Let’s hope and pray that the usual services will be possible in 2021. 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week and next by Rev. Rona Young 

will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with the Lord’s Prayer followed 

by our personal prayers. This helps to bring us together to reach out to him in prayer while we are 

distancing physically. 

Here’s a puzzle for the children. 
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Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                               Rev. Rona Young   tel. (01292) 471982      revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263   nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson  tel. (01292) 857429    dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes             tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:    Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828 866447     phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk     tel. (01292) 288942      smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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