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Issue 21             Extraordinary Times @ NWC         9th August 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 
pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Bible reading (1)        Psalm 23 (KJV) 

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: for thou art with me: thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord for  ever.  

           

Reflection                   23rd Psalm  

           

This psalm speaks to one of our deepest needs and that is that we all need a shepherd. No other 

animal (except a human baby) is as dependent as a sheep. If they roll over onto their backs, they are 

unable to get up again, and if no help comes, they will die. If they are attacked by a wild dog or a 

wolf, they are utterly defenceless.  

Sheep, therefore, are totally dependent on the shepherd for life itself, and we too need a shepherd. 

Having said that, I know so many people in our world today are not likely to admit that they need a 

shepherd. 

But everyone has times in their life when something happens very suddenly that shatters their world 

– a visit to the doctor brings bad news, someone is injured or killed in a tragic accident, and I am sure 

you can add your own experience in some way. It is then that we are reminded of our need of a 

shepherd.  

      

“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:” 

 

Two weeks ago I quoted from Philip Kellor, the Christian writer, who spent many years working as a 

shepherd in East Africa. He writes, “Sheep are extremely timid animals, and cannot be made to lie 

down until four requirements are met: 

Freedom from fear, freedom from friction with other sheep,  freedom from the torment of flies and 

insects, and freedom from the pangs of hunger.  

But the very first thing a shepherd does to calm and reassure his sheep is to make them aware of his 

presence. And the same is true of our Christian life – there is nothing like knowing the presence of 

Jesus. When we are afraid or panicking, his presence makes all the difference in the world.  

 

My sheep hear my voice; when I call them, they follow me 
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1 Freedom from Fear 

      

In 1st John chapter 4: 18 he writes, “Perfect love drives out fear.” When we are conscious that we are 

really loved, then fear disappears, because where there is love, there is no fear.  

Some people try to get rid of their fears by drowning them in alcohol, but they reappear the next 

morning. Others push them into the unconscious and pretend they are not there. 

The only way to deal with fear is to focus more on Jesus than we do on our fear. When we keep our 

eyes fixed on the Good Shepherd, then we realise that we have nothing to fear.  

 

Bible reading (2)         Ezekiel 34: 11 – 12; 15 – 16  

 

11 ‘”For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 

12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep.  I 

will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 

15 I myself will tend my sheep and make them to lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will 

search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but 

the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.”’ 

2 Sheep also need freedom from tension, rivalry and competition within the flock.  

 

In Ezekiel chapter 34, the Sovereign Lord says, “I myself will tend to my sheep and make them lie 

down.”  In the next verse he says, “I search for the lost and bring back the strays.” Rivalry, tension, 

and self-assertion can produce a good deal of friction and so the sheep are unable to lie down and 

rest in contentment. The same thing can happen in groups of people, where some are competing for 

position or status. 

So, what does the Good Shepherd do when there is friction among the sheep? He walks among them 

to discipline the offenders, and reassure those who are alarmed. A good shepherd has a great deal 

of compassion for the sheep that are pushed around by the more dominant ones.  

 

3 The third reason why the sheep will not lie down, is because of the flies and parasites that get 

into the wool.  

      

Especially when it is hot, sheep can be driven almost to distraction by these insects and are unable 

to lie down.     

A good shepherd can do several things – first of all, he can carry a special ointment or oil to rub on 

their noses and inside their ears and he can also see that the sheep are put into areas with plenty of 

shade, while they are grazing.    

So, how can the Good Shepherd help us to overcome the irritations that upset us? How does he help 

us to come to the place of contentment? The answer is by the grace of God.   

When Paul asks the Lord three times to take away his “thorn in the flesh,” yet it was not taken away.  

But then come comforting words, “My grace is sufficient for you.” God’s grace enabled Paul to cope 

with the problem, and the same grace can help us to cope too.   

 

4 The final condition that is necessary for a sheep to lie down is freedom from hunger.  

 

Nothing pleases a shepherd more than to see his sheep lie down to rest.  
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Sometimes the shepherd has to work very hard to get his sheep to green grass, to green pasture. 

With so much hot sunshine, the countryside in Palestine is not nearly as green as in this country, and 

so the shepherd has to look out for the best grazing areas.       

Surely God has given us the green pastures of his Word, as we live in the barren ground of the world 

around us today.  

 

“He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 

 

A Syrian shepherd writing about the 23rd Psalm makes this comment: “So many things are familiar to 

you, who come from the west. When you read, “he leadeth me beside still waters,” you think of 

quietly flowing streams, but such streams are few and far between in the Middle East, and 

shepherds do not rely on them. 

Sheep are frightened to drink from any moving water; they will only drink from a quiet pool. The still 

waters are wells or cisterns, and the shepherd leads his sheep to this still water, so they may be able 

to quench their thirst. This is a picture of the way the Divine shepherd leads us day by day, to the 

quiet waters of spiritual refreshment.  

The second verse of the 23rd psalm reads, 

“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters.” 

Which of these verses speaks to you at the present time? 

 

Amen.  

 

Prayer 

 

Let us pray, 

 

Gracious God, this morning we celebrate again your amazing love and the wonder of your grace. Just 

as a good shepherd, you care for us, and search for us, when we get lost. You are with us, whatever 

is happening in our lives and you help us to lie down and rest, beside the still water.   

 

You are a Compassionate Shepherd, healing us when we are ill and strengthening us when we are 

weak and vulnerable. Just like a good shepherd, your patience never fails and when we turn to you,  

we are aware of your presence with us.  

 

Loving God, after the horrendous explosion in Beirut that killed well over 150 people and injured 

over 5,000, we pray for all those who have lost a loved one and all those suffering from their injuries 

at this time. 

 

We pray now for our own country remembering the people in the areas where there has been a 

spike of Covid -19, and all those who are now unemployed or worried that they may lose their job.  

 

As the schools open again this week, be especially close to all the teachers and others who work in 

schools, that they may adapt for the new, strange circumstances, to keep every pupil and everyone 

safe and well.  
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Loving God, the Good Shepherd, we pray now for our own church family and others known to us, in 

need of our prayers today. Bless Helen McGill’s nephew and niece and all the other members of the 

family at this sad time. Bless those ill in hospital and ill at home, those who are really worried at this 

time, and once again we pray for all those now living in Care Homes. 

 

May we all show your caring love to others whenever we have the opportunity. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.              Rona 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

Mrs Margaret  Burgess Mrs Irene Gibson 

Mrs Maude Smillie Mr Alasdair Wham 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mr John Cassells 

Mr James Alexander Mrs Ann Shaw 

Mrs Anna Irving Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Catherine MacDonald Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Ellise Wilson Mrs Alison Wilson (now in Berelands Care Home) 

Mr Ken Birnie Mrs Madge Birnie 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 

Sad news   It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Mrs Helen McGill in Claremont Care 

Home to which she had moved very recently. Like her late husband, Bill, Helen was a regular 

attender at morning worship until her health failed but still enjoyed coming to the senior social 

events. Our thoughts and prayers are with Helen’s nephew and niece and all other members of the 

family at this time. Rona will conduct the funeral service at Masonhill Crematorium on Wednesday 

12th August. 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Salvation Army Foodbank A big thank you to all who have donated on past Sunday afternoons. 

Please note that donations will be accepted in the church drive between 2.00 and 3.00pm. Only 

leave your car when the person before you has gone and, if possible, please place your contribution 

directly into the boot of the receiving car. 

 

While any donation is great, the foodbank has expressed particular needs for the following:- 

Small Jars of Coffee     Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned or Packet Potatoes    Tinned Cold Meat 

Tinned Mince or Stew     Tinned or Packet Custard 

Tinned Creamed Rice     Anything that is long life! 

Additionally they accept - 

Toiletries - soap, shampoo, toothpaste                        Carrier Bags, particularly robust bags 

 

Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   

struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 

extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 

whose details are on page 7.  Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 

can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

 

Can you help?  We are looking for someone to be NWC’s contact with Nkhata Bay Church in Malawi. 

This is open to all members of the congregation. If you are interested, please speak to Rev. Rona 

Young or John Bell in the first instance. 

Birthdays   This week, our best wishes for a very Happy Birthday go to each of the following:- 

10th August    May Wilkinson  13th August    Nick Sibley       14th August    Tom Mitchell 

15th August    Sheena Hunter     16th August    Jessie Manson 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Pauline Johnston and next 

week by Rev. Rona Young will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps bring us together to reach out to him in 

prayer while we are distancing physically. Please join us for the service if you can and take part in the 

prayer time which many are finding valuable and some find comforting. 

 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
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For children, young people and  the young at heart 

Why not pass some time colouring in this picture? You may find it relaxing and enjoyable. 

How many words can you make from the phrase ‘in green pastures’? 
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Where streams of living water flow 

my ransomed soul He leadeth, 

and where the verdant pastures grow 

with food celestial feedeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                                Rev. Rona Young  tel. (01292)471982   revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263 nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson tel. (01292) 857429  dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:  Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828866447 phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk   tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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