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Issue 33       Extraordinary Times @ NWC                1st November 2020 

                                   Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

  

 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 

those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 

pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

                                   The Minister’s Message 
 
Welcome and Intimations 
Good morning and a very warm welcome to everyone to this Sunday’s online service from Newton 

Wallacetown Church. 

Today is “All Saints’ Day” or “All Hallows’ Day” and it has been celebrated annually on 1st November 

since the year 835 A.D.  

The Extraordinary Times will be available after 12 noon and we join together for our Prayer Time at 

12.30pm, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer and continuing with your own personal prayers.  

The box for the Foodbank is in the vestibule as usual.  

 Please note that the service on Remembrance Sunday will begin at 10.50am online and at 10.55am 

in church.  

 If you wish to book a seat for the service, please phone Sheila Innes on 01292 269705 on Thursday   

morning between 9.30 am and 12 noon. You can also email her between  12 noon on Thursday and 

12 noon on Friday at sheilainnes11@gmail.com. 

The Giving Tree is back here in the church, and Newton Primary have said that all precautions will be 

in place, before the children receive the gifts.          

Church family news – Jean Allardyce is still in the Biggart Hospital but hoping to get home very soon. 

Sadly, Chrissie Martin has been re-admitted to Ayr Hospital and as a patient in the ward has Covid-

19 she has to self-isolate for 14 days. We will also be remembering in our prayers baby Fletcher – 

Elaine Main’s great nephew. Elsie Burgess’ funeral is on Tuesday 10th November and will be 

conducted by Rt. Rev. David Lacy.  

Call to Worship from Psalm 143: 

“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, 

for I have put my trust in you.  

Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul” 

 

Hymn            “All hail the power of Jesus name” 

 

Prayer 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, 

we have come to worship you not alone, but as part of the worldwide family of the church, united 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ, across countries and continents, centuries and generations,  

all bound together by the same Lord and the same faith.  

O keep us in the pathway their saintly feet have trod; 

For the might of Your arm we bless You, our God, our fathers’ God 
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We are following in the footsteps of past generations, picking up the torch of those who have run 

the race before us and kept the faith. 

 

Sovereign God,  

forgive us, that sometimes we forget all that you have done, we lose sight of the breadth of your 

purpose and the extent of your great love.  

 

Forgive us that we are casual in our discipleship. Our hearts are concerned with what is trivial and 

unimportant, rather than the work of your kingdom. 

 

We remember on this Sunday all you have done for your people and that, even in these difficult 

days, your faithfulness to your people has never failed.  

 

Help us, we pray, as we worship you this morning, to know that you accept us as we are, but, by 

taking part in this act of worship, may our love for you grow stronger, our faith be deepened and 

may we give you all the praise and the glory. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

Amen.  

 

Children’s Talk – Pauline Johnston 

Hymn                    “Lord the light of you love is shining” 

 

Bible reading        John 11: 17 – 27; 32 – 37    Janis Meredith 

Jesus comforts the sisters of Lazarus 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 

out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21 ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ 

23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 

24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ 

25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 

27 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 

the world.’ 

 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Lord,’ 

they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 

the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

 

Hymn “Far and near – shout it loud”  led by the Praise Band.  
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Sermon          “All Saints Day”       

 

Let us pray, 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer.    Amen  

 

Jesus made seven tremendous claims while he lived here on earth. For example, he said: 

“I am the Light of the World.” 

“I am the Good Shepherd.” 

“I am the Bread of Life.” 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 

This morning, we have heard the passage in which Jesus says,  

“I am the Resurrection and the Life.” John calls each of the miracle stories “signs” and there is 

always a deeper meaning than the story itself.  

 

First of all, this morning, let us look at the story: In the first verses of John chapter 11, Jesus hears 

that Lazarus is ill. At verse 6 are the words, “Yet when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 

where he was two more days.”  

This delay seems bewildering to us. We can hardly believe that Jesus would deliberately put Mary 

and Martha through two more days of anguish so that he could give God the glory.  

But, in his Gospel, John always shows Jesus making his own decisions in his own good time. For 

example, when he is at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, his mother Mary comes to tell him of the 

threatening disaster – they were running out of wine – but Jesus, very courteously, but very 

definitely, told his mother that he would deal with it in his own way. Jesus acted, not because 

someone told him or persuaded him to act, but because he chose to do so. 

Behind this great truth, we see that it is wrong to try to persuade Jesus to do things in our way and 

in our time. We want to bend Jesus to our will, but we are to submit to his will. 

      

Jesus says to his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him 

up.” The disciples are puzzled – they know that sleep is the best of all cures but, in the Bible, sleep is 

also used to mean death.    

It appears that Jesus is telling the disciples that he knew that Lazarus was dead, but he went on to 

say that this illness would bring glory to God.  

Jesus also knew that this would mean that he would have to go to the cross. It was the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead which finally decided the Jewish authorities to eliminate Jesus.  

Here, John is writing about a deeper meaning to this story. This is the very reason Jesus came into 

the world – to save men and women – by his death on the cross.    

There is a story told about the lifeboat service. There was a terrible storm. A ship was driven into the 

rocks and the lifeboat was called out.  

As it was getting ready to go out to sea, a younger member of the crew was obviously afraid. He 

looked at the raging sea and said to one of the older members of the crew, “If we go out into that 

sea, we will never come back alive.” 

The older man, with all the tradition of the lifeboat behind him, answered quietly, “Son, we’ve got to 

go out, but we haven’t got to come back.” 

Jesus knew that, if he went to Bethany, this would mean that he would have to die and yet, without 

hesitation, he went.  
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As Jesus arrived Martha hurried out to meet him. Martha was always the one who leapt into action, 

whereas Mary was the one who waited quietly.  

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that 

even now, God will give you whatever you ask.” 

Jesus told Martha that her brother would rise again; she agreed, saying that he would rise on the last 

day. Then Jesus made his great claim, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  

After this, Martha told Mary that Jesus had arrived. Mary went out to meet Jesus, and the crowd 

followed her, thinking she was going to mourn at the tomb. It was the custom for mourners to go to 

the tomb every day for a week after the funeral.  

Then John tells us, “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 

weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked.”      

“Come and see, Lord” they replied. Then, in the shortest verse in the whole of the Bible, we are told 

that, “Jesus wept.” This is one of the most precious verses in the Gospel.       

Jesus loved Lazarus, and he weeps at the grave of his friend. This assures us of Jesus’ humanity 

although, if anyone believed in the resurrection, it would be Jesus. Yet we read, “Jesus wept.” This 

shows us that it is right for Christians to grieve. Jesus wept at the grave of his friend, and so we weep 

at the graves of those we love.  

Sadly, our Scottish upbringing has meant that many people have been taught not to show their 

emotions in public, and yet here we are told that Jesus wept in front of other people.  

And there is another thought here. John’s Gospel was written primarily for the Greeks and we must 

remember that, to them, this would be almost unbelievable.  

John writes so that we can see into the mind of God. To the Greeks, the primary characteristic of 

God was his inability to feel any emotion whatsoever. But Jesus shows us a God whose heart was 

hurting, because of the hurt of his people. Jesus brought the Good News of a God who cares.   

 

At verse 38, Jesus asked for the stone that was laid across the entrance of the tomb to be taken 

away. To Martha, this must have been an unnecessary harrowing experience. She thought that Jesus 

must have wanted a last look at his friend Lazarus, and she points out he had been buried for four 

days and therefore there will be a bad odour.  

In a loud voice Jesus calls out, “Lazarus, come out!” and at his command, the dead man came out, 

his hands and feet wrapped in sheets of linen, and a cloth round his face. The ending of the story is 

abrupt, but nothing more needs to be said.   

Jesus himself will die and be resurrected although in a spiritual or a glorified body, but this story 

points to the resurrection of every person who truly believes, and it is every believer that Lazarus 

represents.  

It has been suggested that Lazarus was only in a trance or a coma, although the whole tone of this 

story makes it unlikely. It appears that this is not what John wants us to believe and the details are 

very vivid.  

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

and whoever lives and believes in me, will never die.”  

Obviously, it is not true that whoever believes in Jesus will never die in terms of a physical life but, 

when taken spiritually, this saying of Jesus is wonderfully true.  

 

In the past, when crowds of people attended the funeral of a well-known figure, I wonder if it led 

them to really think about life after death. I am sure that many people hope there is life after death, 

but they are not sure.  
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For all true believers, Jesus brings us the certainty that death is not the end. This morning I ask you:  

Do you believe in life after death?  

Do you believe that you are going to heaven?  

There are times when we can think of life like a journey and in a real sense we are not on our way to 

death, but our way to life. 

This happens when we really believe in Jesus deep in our hearts. When we accept that everything 

that Jesus said is absolutely true, and put our trust in him, we enter a new relationship with God, we 

enter a new life.  

Life after death is not something to be dreaded, but something to be desired, because it means we 

are forever in our Father’s house.  

As Paul says in his letter to the Christians in Rome,: “For I am convinced that neither death or life, 

neither angels or demons, neither the present or the future, nor any powers, neither height or depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is ours in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”  

 

The raising of Lazarus took place about the year 30 A.D., but it is also something that Jesus can do 

today.  

 

An American professor tells the story about a chaplain on a troopship in which 1,500 Marines were 

returning to America for discharge. He was surprised and delighted when a number of them asked 

for a Bible Study on the journey home. Towards the end of the voyage they were studying chapter 

11 in John’s Gospel.  

 Prof. Brown was thinking, “What are these men making of the passage in which Jesus says, “I am the 

resurrection and the life”?      

At the end of the study, a young man came up to him and said, “Padre, everything we have been 

studying today points to me. I’ve been in hell for the last six months but, since I heard this chapter, I 

feel that now I am free.” 

He went on to explain that he had gone into the Marines straight from college and had been sent 

overseas to Japan. He was bored and had gone out to find amusement – and he had got into real 

trouble. No one knew about it – but God knew.  

He had felt terribly guilty, and that his life was ruined; he could never face his family again, even if 

they did not know the story.  

“I’ve been like a dead man,” he said, “but after reading this story, I’m alive again. This resurrection 

and life that Jesus is speaking about is the real thing here and now.”   

This is precisely what this story teaches: the young Marine had seen the true meaning. Jesus’ power 

to bring life is not confined to physical death. Jesus can bring his life into a dead friendship or 

marriage. He can bring new life to a person who is “dead” in sin or failure. 

 

Jesus is telling us far more than the rising of Lazarus from the dead well over 2,000 years ago. He 

tells us that today, here and now, Jesus still has the power to raise us to new life and to make us 

new people. 

Hallelujah what a Saviour! 

 

Amen. 

 

Hymn “God sent his Son” 
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Prayer 

Let us pray, 

 

Eternal and ever-blessed God, we thank you that we have seen you at work throughout history, 

bringing order out of chaos, and creating the world we live in. Especially today, we thank you for the 

men and women of faith - all those who, across the years and in our own lifetime, have given us an 

example to follow.  

 

We thank you for the commitment of Abraham, the dedication of Moses, leading the people to the 

Promised Land; for the prophets, called to speak your word, for the disciples – who gave up 

everything to follow Jesus, and for their witness to his death and resurrection. We thank you too for 

the great saints of the church whose devotion to you has shone out through their lives. We thank 

you for all those who taught us, encouraged us and inspired us by their faith.  

 

On this Sunday, we pray for those who are denied access to the things we take for granted – food 

and clothes, a basic education, a home in which to live, and a National Health Service.  

 

Bless all those who feel that they have denied themselves access to you –either through guilt, past 

mistakes or lack of faith.  

 

Once again, we want to say to you Loving Father that we long for life as it used to be, but we have to 

face the reality of our lives in these difficult days. There are times when we know fear in our hearts 

as we hear of the increase in the number of people being admitted to hospital with Covid-19. We 

pray for everyone who is especially anxious at this time, those who feel their mental health is being 

affected by darkness of this unending pandemic. Even although we feel, Lord, that we cannot see 

any light at the end of the tunnel – we know Jesus told us that he is the Light of the world and 

whoever follows him, will have the light of life and never walk in darkness. May we know the light of 

Jesus shining into our hearts even in the midst of our dark world at this time.  

 

As we heard “Jesus wept” when his friend Lazarus died, and we ask that he will be close to Elsie 

Burgess’ family, the Valente family and others we know who have been bereaved in recent days. 

Bless Jean Allardyce still in the Biggart hospital, Chrissie Martin back in Ayr hospital for a third time,  

and for Fletcher, Elaine Main’s great-nephew. 

Bless all those whom we name before you in a few moments of silence…….  

 

Bless each one, Lord God. 

You have been faithful to your people throughout history - may we be faithful to you in the days that 

lie ahead. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,  

Amen.   

 

Hymn “For all the saints” 

 

Benediction 

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all, and all those you love 

this day and for evermore.    Amen.               Rona 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

Mrs Christine Martin  (in Ayr Hospital) Mrs Jean Allardyce  (Urquhart Ward, Biggart) 

Mrs Nettie Clarke Mrs Maude Smillie 

Mrs Anne McRonald Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Rae Beattie 

Mrs Catherine MacDonald Mrs Betty McPherson 

Mrs Betty Kelly Mrs Anna Irving 

Mr Ken Birnie Mrs Madge Birnie 

Mrs Aileen Morrison Mr George Law 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 

NWC is open for worship   To comply with  Scottish Government and Church of Scotland guidelines, 

places available in the church building are limited therefore systems are in place at present for 

booking seats. To book a seat please either phone Sheila between 9.30am and 12.00noon on 

Thursday or e-mail her between 12.00noon on Thursday and 12.00noon on Friday. Her contact 

details are on page 9. Our streamed service online will continue as normal at 11.00am on Sundays. 

 

Salvation Army Foodbank   Please remember that donations should now be left in the box in the 

vestibule as you come to worship. There is no longer an afternoon collection on Sundays. 

 
Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 
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You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 
 
Birthdays   We wish a very Happy Birthday to each of the following:- 

7th November    Mary Offor  8th November    Joyce Fenton 

 

 

Giving Tree   This year has been difficult for us all but particularly for the children. For the past two 

years we have reached out to the children in our local school by making sure they got a present from 

Santa. We are planning to do the same this year. The tree will be in the church vestibule from 1st 

November together with gift tags. I know it will be harder for some of you to access them but, if you 

want one, just contact me and I will do my best to help (07812 770721). I can also buy toys for those 

of you who are still not comfortable shopping.          Irene Gibson 

Christian Aid   Many thanks to everyone who shared their love last week by donating a wonderful 

£110.18 for Christian Aid. It’s been a very strange year and we haven’t even received the usual 

Christian Aid envelopes - nevertheless we cannot forget the many people throughout the world who 

are truly suffering right now. If you would like to help, I’ll leave the collecting box in the church 

vestibule for your donations. Just keep in mind the verse –  

A bell’s not a bell till you ring it, 

A song’s not a song till you sing it, 

And love in your heart wasn’t put there to stay – 

Love isn’t love till you give it away. 

God bless you all.          Kay Bell 

 
 

Please note   Next week ie. Sunday 8th November, the Remembrance Day service in church will 

start at 10.55am.  

The streamed service will commence at 10.50am on Remembrance Sunday 

The service will be conducted by Rev. Rona Young then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with the 

Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps bring us together to reach out to him in prayer 

while we are distancing physically. 
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9 
 

1.  For all the saints who’ve shown your love 2.   For all the saints who loved your name, 

      In how they live and where they move.                 Whose faith increased the Saviour’s fame, 

      For mindful women, caring men,                            Who sang your songs and shared your word, 

      Accept our gratitude again.          Accept our gratitude, good Lord. 

 

3.  For all the saints who named your will 4.  Bless all whose name or will or love 

      and showed the kingdom coming still,       reflects the grace of heaven above. 

     Through selfless protest, prayer and praise,          Though unacclaimed by earthly powers, 

      Accept the gratitude we raise.        Your life through theirs has hallowed ours. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                               Rev. Rona Young   tel. (01292) 471982      revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263   nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson  tel. (01292) 857429    dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes             tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:    Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828 866447     phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk     tel. (01292) 288942      smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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