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O come to the Father through Jesus the Son 

and give Him the glory; great things He hath done! 

Issue 47       Extraordinary Times @ NWC                  7th February 2021 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

 

 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting those with 
pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of pastoral care, please 
contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Welcome and Intimations 

 

Good morning and a very warm welcome to everyone watching this online service from Newton 

Wallacetown Church.    

These weeks of the restrictions seem to be going on and on, but it is wonderful that we can still 

meet virtually through these services, and many of us can see the words written by members saying, 

“Good morning” and other comments on a Sunday morning on our Facebook page. I know other 

members enjoy reading the complete service in the Extraordinary Times. It will be available from 12 

noon and we begin our prayer time together at 12.30pm, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer and 

continuing with your own personal prayers. 

Donations for the Foodbank can be brought to the driveway this afternoon between 2pm and 3pm 

and on duty today are Susan and Ronnie McCreath. 

The Prayer Meeting for the North Ayr Grouping will he held this Monday, tomorrow evening, at 

6.30pm. The ID and Password are available in the Extraordinary Times.   

I am sure you will all be sad to hear that Michael Whalley died last Sunday, 31st January, in hospital 

in Bermuda. We will be remembering his wife Fay and the family later in the service. Michael was 

the older son of the late Rev. Bill Whalley, a former minister of this church. 

 

Call to worship from 1st Peter, 

 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope  

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

 

Hymn                      “Jesus is Lord, Creation’s voice proclaims it” 

 

Prayer  

Let us pray, 

Living God, Lord of Creation, we worship you for your great strength, you are always the same -  

all-loving, all-powerful, all-good, all-forgiving. 

 

We change from day to day, especially through these difficult days of a seemingly never-ending 

lockdown, but you are utterly reliable. We rejoice that you are the rock of our salvation, the firm 

foundation of our faith. 
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We recognise your greatness and power, we marvel at your love and compassion and we come 

before you in awe and wonder.  

 

Living God, draw near to us, and help us to draw near to you. Come to us through your Holy Spirit 

and help us to open our hearts to the risen Christ.   

 

Loving God, we have brought you our praise, and now we have to confess our sins. You have shown 

us in Jesus that it is better to give than to receive, and yet so often we want to put ourselves first, we 

want to hold on to what we have.  

 

You have shown us in Jesus a new way of living, yet we hold on to the old patterns in our lives, and 

we prefer to follow the ways of the world.  

 

You have shown us in Jesus that the way to true greatness is the way of the cross, but we have been 

afraid to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 

And so, we have failed ourselves, we have failed others and above all, we have failed you.  

In a few moments of silence, let us confess our own personal sins to God…… 

 

Loving Father, forgive us and enable us to begin again. Strengthen us through your Holy Spirit, and 

assure us of your presence.  

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord and, in the words that Jesus taught his disciples, we pray 

together saying… 

“Our Father, who art in heaven 

hallowed be thy name. 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever, Amen.  

 

Children’s Talk               Gary McCleary 

 

Hymn                               “God is good - we sing and shout it” 

 

Bible reading:                    Luke 9: 28 – 36   read by Scott Wham 

The transfiguration 

28 About eight days after Jesus said this he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 

mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 

as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, 

talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfilment at 

Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they 

saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to 

him, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses 

and one for Elijah.’ (He did not know what he was saying.) 
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34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered 

the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to 

him.’ 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to 

themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 

 

Hymn                          “Majesty, worship his majesty” 

 

Sermon                       “The Transfiguration”          

 

Let us pray, 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts, be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Up to this point in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has been ministering in Galilee: teaching, preaching and 

healing but, after this passage, Luke tells us in verse 51, that “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  

So, this is a pivotal moment in Jesus’ life. He knows that if he goes to Jerusalem, it will mean 

betrayal, suffering and crucifixion.   

We all enjoy being with people at high moments in their lives. In the passage Luke focuses on one of 

the high moments in Jesus’ life. In the previous passage, Peter made his great declaration that Jesus 

was “The Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Immediately after that, Jesus told them that he would have to suffer many things. He would be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he would be killed and on 

the third day he would be raised to life.  

In Matthew’s version of this passage, he adds that Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him 

saying, “Never, Lord! This shall never happen to you!” 

It was eight days after Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi, that Jesus took three of his disciples – 

Peter, James and John – and went up a mountain to pray.  

This mountain was most likely to be Mount Hermon, which is 5,919 feet high, and it is only about 14 

miles from Caesarea Philippi.  

At verse 29 we heard, “As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 

became as bright as a flash of lightning.” The Good News Bible translation of this verse reads, “While 

he was praying, his face changed its appearance, and his clothes became dazzling white.” Jesus was 

transfigured before them.  

We heard at verse 30, “Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour, talking with 

Jesus.” Both Moses and Elijah received revelations from God on mountains. Moses received the 10 

Commandments on Mount Sinai and Elijah fled to Mount Horeb, where the spirit of God spoke to 

him in “the still, small voice.” 

The Transfiguration is recorded in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s gospels, but only Luke tells us that “the 

disciples were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men 

standing with him.”  

This morning, let us think about the significance of this story. 

 

The significance for Jesus 

The transfiguration was Luke’s way of confirming the ministry of Jesus with Moses, the great and 

first law-giver of Israel, and Elijah, the greatest of the prophets, appearing with him.  

At verse 34, we read that “a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and the disciples were afraid as 

they entered the cloud.”  Then God’s voice came from a cloud saying, “This is my Son, whom I love. 
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Listen to him!” In older versions of the Bible are the words, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased.” Moses and Elijah were servants, but Jesus is called, “My beloved Son.”  

God spoke out of a cloud. A cloud had often symbolised for Israel the presence of God. The message 

to the Jewish people was clear. Here was someone who was greater than the lawgiver Moses and 

greater than Elijah, the greatest of the prophets.  

Moses and Elijah knew the will of God, and as we heard, “they spoke with Jesus about his departure, 

which he was about to bring to fulfilment in Jerusalem.” 

The word departure can also be translated as “exodus.” Moses had led the people in the Exodus to     

the Promised Land, and now Jesus was beginning a new exodus – a new covenant, a new  

relationship with God.  

Jesus is assured by Moses and Elijah that he is to go to Jerusalem and face the cross.  

 

The significance for the disciples 

The transfiguration was also a witness and encouragement to Jesus’ disciples. Later, the disciples 

would understand more fully the experience on the mountainside with Jesus.  

In the second letter of Peter, he says that they were eye-witnesses to Jesus’ majesty. 2nd Peter 1: 

17, “For he received honour and glory from God the Father, when a voice came to him from the 

Majestic Glory saying, “This is my Son, whom I love: with him I am well pleased.”   

They must have been amazed at what they saw that day. This mountaintop experience was to the 

disciples an affirmation of who Jesus was. Here, God affirmed in their minds that the ministry in 

which Jesus was engaged was indeed the work and ministry that God planned for him. This vision 

helped them to understand more deeply the ministry of Jesus, even although they would not fully 

grasp its meaning until after the resurrection.  

      

The significance of the story for ourselves.  

Is there some message we can draw from this strange story to help us on our spiritual journey – 

especially during these difficult days that we are going through?  

First of all, this story reminds us to look up. As the disciples looked up to Jesus in the transfiguration, 

we too need to look up to be fed spiritually. At times, we all have to face illness, suffering or grief, or 

we feel that the needs, hopes and struggles in our lives, are too heavy for us to carry on our own, 

and so we look for resources beyond ourselves.  

Some people turn to drugs or alcohol or some other means of escape. This passage reminds us that 

we need to look up for help. Jesus himself looked up for help – regularly he went up a high mountain 

to pray. Jesus regularly separated himself from his disciples and the crowd in order to pray alone.  If 

Jesus had this need in his life, surely we too need to take time to speak to God in prayer. 

The disciples had such a wonderful experience that they wanted to make it permanent, they wanted 

to prolong it. Peter said, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for 

you, one for Moses and one for Elijah”. They wanted to hold on to that experience, to capture it and 

make it permanent.   

Each year, the Jews celebrated the Festival of Shelters in the autumn, when the fruit harvests had 

been gathered in. They made shelters like the people had built when they crossed the wilderness to 

the Promised Land.  

We too know that, if we have a special spiritual experience, we want to hold on to it, or we may feel 

this is the only way to encounter God. 

But in the following passage, we read that the very next day the disciples discover they cannot heal a 

boy with an evil spirit. The disciples have had a mountaintop experience, but now they have to face 

the reality that they cannot heal a father’s epileptic son. Jesus reminds the disciples that after their 
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mountaintop experience, they have to look down and minister to those around them in genuine 

human need.  

We cannot blame Peter for wanting to stay up there in the glorified presence of Jesus, Moses and 

Elijah because, at the foot of the mountain is the chaos and mess of normal life, and we know too 

that, after any special experience or special event, we have to face the harsh reality of normal life 

once again.  

 

We are to look up, look down and then look up again. The transfiguration had been a frightening 

moment for the disciples. In Mark’s Gospel we are told that the disciples were frightened and when 

they looked again, they saw only Jesus.  

This is what is emphasised again and again in the New Testament: Jesus is the focus of God’s 

revelation to us. It is through Jesus that we see God and his transfiguration affirms that he is God’s 

beloved Son.  

Our focus is not to be on the law or regulations about life given by Moses or the prophetic words of 

Elijah, but on the centrality of Jesus, as God’s way of redemption and life.     

There are times when we need the words of the law and commandments or the words of prophecy, 

challenge and change, but we are to affirm that Jesus is Lord. 

Our opening hymn this morning was, 

“Jesus is Lord,  

Creation’s word proclaims it…” 

 

I was coming back from the shops in Prestwick one morning last week and I was facing a bitter wind 

and thinking there is no variety in our lives just now. In some ways it is the same routine week after 

week, when I reminded myself that I should see the positive and turn to Jesus in prayer.  

When we focus on our Risen Lord, we have the assurance, no matter what we do, where we go, or 

whatever our need  or challenge, that Jesus goes before us to guide, comfort, and sustain us. We are 

to look up to God, look around to see those in need and then again look up to Jesus for help. 

Amen.  

 

Hymn                    “Turn your eyes upon Jesus”     The first line is “O soul are you weary and troubled.” 
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The Sacrament of Home Communion 

 

Prayer 

 

Let us pray, 

 

Gracious God,  

we praise you for what you have given and for what you have promised at your table. You have 

made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  

 

We pray for the church of Jesus Christ, especially for this congregation and parish. We ask your 

blessing on all those who are finding these wet, dull days so long, and those who are lonely and 

missing their family and friends.  

 

We ask your blessing on all those who have lost a loved one in recent weeks and remember 

especially this morning Fay Whalley and the family out in Bermuda.  May Michael’s sister Rosemary,  

brother David and the other members of the family feel your love encircling them at this time, 

knowing they are so far away and cannot attend the funeral service.  

We pray you will uphold and strengthen Maude as she attends her daughter’s funeral on 

Wednesday. 

 

Bless all those who are ill at home, and we remember Donald Grant at this time, and others we 

know who are ill at home. May they all know your continuing presence day after day.   

 

Eternal Lord God,  

we praise you for those who at any time made known your love and joy and who now rejoice with 

you in heaven. May we, like them, keep faith with Jesus, and enter at the last into your eternal 

kingdom. 

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Hymn                     “At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow” 

 
Benediction 

 

 “The peace of God that surpasses all understanding, 

keep your hearts in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with and remain with you always, 

Amen.                   Rona 

 

 

‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.’ 

                      Luke 9:35 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mr Arthur Wilson Mr Donald Grant 

Mrs Maude Smillie Mrs Rena Bell 

Mrs Gina McKnight Mrs Irene Montgomerie  (now home) 

Mrs Nancy McKillops Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Fay Cooper 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Anna Irving 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Sad news   We regret to announce the death in Bermuda of Mr Michael Whalley after a long illness. 

Please remember his wife Fay, sister Rosemary, brother David and all members of the family here 

and in Bermuda in your thoughts and prayers at this time of parting.  

Rosemary and the family would like to thank friends at Newton Wallacetown for their prayers and 

cards at this sad time. They are much appreciated. 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 440804 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 

North Ayr Grouping Prayer Meeting   The next monthly prayer meeting will be held virtually via 

Zoom on Monday 8th February at 6.30pm and will be led by Rev. John McCutcheon of St. Quivox 

Church. Entry details are as shown below:- 

 

Meeting ID 949 1031 1577   Password     483606 

 

NB. Public worship    Due to the current Scottish Government restrictions caused by the Covid 

pandemic, please note that there will be no worship in the hall until further notice. You will receive 

notification via e-mail or telephone of when we will restart.  

Thank you   Sincere thanks to our organisations all of which submitted their accounts for annual 

audit by 31st January.            Janis Meredith, Treasurer 

Can you help?   As many of you will be aware, over the years from donations at Tea and Chat we 

have supported many children through Compassion UK’s Child Sponsorship Ministry. Obviously, 

Covid restrictions have meant that, since March 2020, there has been no Tea and Chat. 

If you would like to donate a sum – small or large – to help NWC maintain its contributions to give 

children in second and third world countries the chance to overcome extreme poverty and to have 

vital stability and security, please contact me by e-mail at lindseycoverdale@outlook.com All 

donations will be much appreciated.  Thank you.                    Lindsey Coverdale 

Salvation Army Food Bank   Please note that donations can once again be brought to the halls’ 

vestibule in the church drive between 2.00pm and 3.00pm each Sunday afternoon  even when the 

church is closed due to Scottish Government restrictions. Sincere thanks go to all who bring 

donations and to those who collect and deliver these each week. While staff at the food bank are 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
mailto:lindseycoverdale@outlook.com
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extremely grateful for all gifts, at present they have an abundance of soup, beans, pasta, rice and 

tuna. 

Items in shorter supply at the moment include tinned potatoes,  other tinned vegetables, tinned  

stew, mince etc., “goodies” eg. biscuits, coffee, toiletries eg. shampoo and soap, household cleaning 

products. 

 
Birthdays   In the coming week we wish a very Happy Birthday to each of those named below:- 

9th February   Janette McCrindle       10th February   Irene Montgomerie 

13th February   Kourtney Downie 

 

 
 

 

Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to:-  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 
You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site, go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 
 
Puzzle   If you’ve run out of things to do during the continuing lockdown, why not keep your mind 
active by seeing how many words of four letters or more you can make from the phrase below? 
 

The Transfiguration of Jesus 
 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Rev. Rona Young and next 

week by Christine Tierney will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by our personal prayers. This helps to bring us together to reach out to 

him in prayer while we are distancing physically. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Ye servants of God, 
your Master proclaim, 

and publish abroad 
His wonderful name; 

The name all-victorious 
of Jesus extol; 

His kingdom is glorious 
and rules over all. 

 
Then let us adore 

and give Him His right – 
all glory and power, 

all wisdom and might: 
all honour and blessing, 

with angels above; 
and thanks never-ceasing, 

and infinite love. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  
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Session Clerk:      John Bell                  tel. (01292) 371601      johnbell31@gmail.com   
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Organist:     Dorothy McPherson  tel. (01292) 857429    dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes             tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:    Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828 866447      phil@room60.co.uk 
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