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Issue 4             Extraordinary Times @ NWC          12th April 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

 

Please note that our Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting those with pastoral needs by 
telephone during the corona virus crisis. If in need of pastoral care, please contact Rona by 
telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Easter  Day  
        

A very Happy Easter to you all. Easter is so different this year, so many things have changed, 

but they do not change the Good News that God raised Jesus from the dead. He has won 

the victory over sin and death. “Christ is risen!” “He is risen indeed!” “Hallelujah!” 

Welcome to everyone to this service from Newton Wallacetown Church. Whether you are 

watching alone or with your family, may we all feel as one in God’s presence, as we  

worship God together. As Dorothy is on furlough at present and so unable to play, Gordon 

Brown  has recorded the music for the songs and hymns this morning. 

Once again, all of this service will be in the Extraordinary Times, available online at 12 noon 

and please join in the prayer time, beginning with the Lord’s Prayer at 12.30 pm., followed 

by your own personal prayers. It is good to feel that we are all praying at the same time 

each Sunday.  

     Our Call to Worship is the words of the Risen Christ, in the Book of Revelation, “I am the 

Living One, behold I was dead, but now I am alive for evermore.” 

Let us pray,  

Eternal God, our heavenly Father, despite the uncertainty of our lives at the present time, 

it is with gladness in our hearts that we come into your presence on this Easter Day – 

to worship you and to celebrate your mightiest act, the raising of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

Lord Jesus Christ, we rejoice that death could not hold you in its grip, and you rose again. 

You greeted your incredulous friends, convincing them that you were the same Jesus, who 

was dead, but is now is alive for evermore. You changed their sorrow into joy and you gave 

them new life and new hope. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we too are your friends. Reveal yourself to us in your risen power, we 

pray, as we worship and adore you.  

But, Lord, before we continue to praise you, we have to confess the ways in which we have 

let you down:  

For every time we have felt despair and have forgotten about you, Lord forgive us.  

For all the ways we have said and done things that were wrong, Lord forgive us. 

Reassure us of your forgiving love, and may the joy of this triumphant day reach deep into 

our hearts as we celebrate the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

This we pray in your gracious name. Amen.  

He is Risen! 
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Children’s Talk     

                    

Some questions for you to think about: 

What are the symbols of Easter? Possible answers: Easter Eggs, Easter bunnies, hot cross 

buns and, above all, the cross. 

What are the signs of spring? Possible answers: spring flowers, lambs, lighter nights and 

buds on bushes and trees. 

What are the colours of spring? My thoughts: yellow and green. 

Now, please use your imagination for the next part! I have three bowls of water in front of 

me and blue and yellow food-colouring. 

I am putting blue into the first bowl. Sometimes we say that someone is feeling blue. That 

means they are sad or something is wrong in their lives. If someone does not know Jesus, it 

is as if they are blue.  

So, if a person is feeling blue, then they need something to cheer them up, and make them 

happy. I am putting yellow into the water in the second bowl. 

In the springtime, seeing yellow daffodils and the sunshine makes us feel happy.  

The blue is like Good Friday, when Jesus died on the cross.  

The yellow is like the sunshine and happiness of Easter Day when Jesus rose from the dead.  

Now, I want you to pretend that I am putting both blue and yellow into the third bowl. What 

colour will that be? Green. Green is the colour of growth and very appropriate for Easter.  

We are all a mixture of happiness and sadness at different times in our lives, but green 

means we are growing spiritually. 

 

Jesus rose from the dead and he brings us new life.  

Green is the colour of new life, and it means that we want to learn more and more about 

Jesus as our friend.    Amen.  

 

 

Bible reading (1)      John 20:  1 – 9 

The Empty Tomb 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips 

of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and 

went in to the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as well as the burial 

cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the 

linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw 

and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 

dead.) 
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Talk 1 

This morning, Christians all over the world will not be gathering together to celebrate 

Easter. This Easter is like no other we have ever experienced. There could not be any dawn 

or early morning services on a beach or on a hillside and no Easter breakfasts served in 

church halls.  

We are not here in this church to sing the traditional Easter hymns, but we are celebrating 

that God raised Jesus from the dead. However, there will be people today who have no 

faith, and wonder how on earth, and why we can believe such a thing. There must be 

countless people asking, if we believe in a God of love, how can he have allowed a virus such 

as Covid -19 to kill so many people, all over the world?  

My answer to that question is that this is not a perfect world, there are natural disasters and 

people die from all sorts of diseases. I believe, without a doubt, that God is with us in all our 

pain and worry and he is with all those working on the front line in our NHS hospitals, and 

with those trying to find a cure for the virus. And, most important of all, he is with all those 

grieving because they have lost a loved one to this horrible disease.  

What is God saying to us through all of this? I do not feel that Easter Day is the right time to 

try to answer that question and it may be not be until this is over, that we can look back and 

see if we can understand God’s message to us through all of this.  

When speaking about Easter, we can truly say it is good news. But countless people are 

grieving the loss of a loved one. They are hurt and confused, and do not feel like rejoicing in 

any way today.  

In this first part of John’s Gospel chapter 20, we heard that in her grief and her pain, Mary 

makes her way to the tomb.  Jesus had been crucified on a Friday, the next day was the 

Sabbath Day and to go to the tomb that day, would have been to break the law at that time. 

As we read  at verse 1, “It was still dark” when Mary came to the tomb. Because she loved 

Jesus so much, she could not keep away. Approaching the tomb, Mary is both amazed and 

shocked to see that the stone that the guards had placed over the tomb, had been moved 

from the entrance.  

Without even entering the tomb, she turns and runs back to find Simon Peter and the other 

disciple whom Jesus loved. No doubt, she was gasping for breath, when she said, “they have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.”  

Apparently, without asking any questions, the two men run to the entrance of the tomb. 

The disciple whom Jesus loves arrives at the entrance of the tomb first, but unlike Mary he 

bends over and looks inside. All he sees are the strips of linen lying there.  When Peter 

catches up, true to form, he runs into the tomb. In addition to the linen strips of cloth, he 

saw the burial cloth that had been around Jesus head, folded up by itself, a short distance 

away. This was really strange. If the Roman soldiers had moved Jesus, or if someone had 

stolen his body, surely they would have left him wrapped in the burial clothes.  When Jesus 

called Lazarus back from the dead, as we read in John chapter 11, he emerged from the 

tomb, still wrapped in strips of linen, with a cloth round his face. Jesus then said to the 

people there to take off the grave clothes and free him.  

Despite all that Jesus had taught them, the two disciples still did not understand that Jesus 

had risen from the dead.  



4 
 

Bible reading (2)    John 20:  10 – 18 

 

Jesus appears to Mary of Magdala 

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. 

As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated 

where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 

14 At this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was 

Jesus. 

15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to 

my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’” 

18 Mary of Magdala went to the disciples with the news. “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 

them that he had said these things to her. 
 

 

Talk 2 

 In the NIV the second part of John’s Gospel   chapter 20 is entitled, “Jesus appears to Mary 

Magdalene”. It could also have been entitled, “The Great Recognition” or “Mary’s story.” 

Mary Magdalene had met Jesus, been drawn to him, and been changed by him. Now, she 

came to the tomb to do what little she could, to honour and minister to the body of this 

man she loved so very much.   

Obviously, it is not surprising to hear that she stood outside the tomb. We are told that, as 

she wept, she bent over and looked in the tomb.  

She was crying because Jesus had been flogged, mocked and crucified. And now, just when 

she thought that everything possible had been done, it seemed that someone had stolen his 

body.  

This story helps us to understand that the good news of Easter comes to those whose hearts 

are full of tears. The good news of Easter comes to those who have been bereaved, who are 

ill or who are so very anxious about Covid 19. Having faith does not mean that we hide our 

feelings. It may be that our tears help us to really understand Easter.  

Part of the power of Scripture is that it is full of people with all different kinds of emotions. 

A large part of the good news about Easter comes to those who are hurt, those who are 

disappointed, and those who feel that they have been broken.  

This message is so appropriate for all those who have lost a loved one through the corona 

virus. For Mary, Easter Day begins in tears and so it will begin for countless people on this 

Easter Day – but this is not the end of the story. 
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Eventually, Mary did look inside the tomb and, when she did, she saw that the tomb was not 

empty. She saw two angels, sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and one at 

the foot.  

“Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, 

“and I don’t know where they have put him.” Bewildered and confused, Mary cannot take in 

what is happening. Turning around, she saw Jesus himself standing there, but she did not 

realise that it was him.  

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it that you are looking for?” Thinking he was 

the gardener, she responded, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 

him, and I will get him.” Mary’s mind is so focused on the thought that Jesus had died, that 

she does not recognise the Risen Christ who is standing right beside her.  

 Easter always means that the Lord is near. The resurrection means there is no barrier, there 

is absolutely nothing, in life or in death, that can separate us from the love and presence of 

Jesus. God surprised Mary that first Easter morning, and everything changed for her. 

But what was it that changed Mary? It was not the empty tomb, it was not the presence of 

the angels, it was not the vision of Jesus standing there in front of her.   

It was one word that changed everything for her. Everything changed when Jesus said her 

name: “Mary.” Significantly, it was not seeing Jesus, but hearing him call her name, “Mary” 

that led her to recognise who he was. Nobody else said her name that way.  

We too can hear Jesus calling our names. We too can be transformed from tears and pain to 

joy, when we realise that Jesus offers us a personal relationship with himself. It is through 

Mary’s hearing, rather than seeing, that she understands that Jesus is really there with her.  

Mary’s response to this was exactly what ours would be: she wanted to reach out to Jesus, 

and hold on tight. Imagine the chance to embrace someone very dear to us, who we 

thought was dead. We would want to hold on to that person again and again, and never let 

them go.  

But Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not returned to the Father. Go instead to my 

brothers and tell them, “I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.”  

Mary is sent by Jesus to carry the good news that he has been raised from the dead. So, she 

went to the disciples with the wonderful news, “I have seen the Lord!”   

 We can see that love is so important in this story. It was because Mary loved Jesus so much 

that she was first at the tomb. In our hearts, we are all looking for love, and those who really 

know Jesus, know that God is love.  

Reinhold Niebuhr tells the story of a little boy kicked from foster home to foster home who 

became, in modern terms, what we would call a “toxic terror.”  

Finally, sent to another home, where he displayed his worst behaviour – he tore the living 

room apart, made a mess of everything he touched, shouted insults and threw tantrums. 

Then, his new adoptive father took him into his arms and told him, “No matter what you do, 

we are never going to let you go.” 

With these words, “No matter what you do, we will never let you go!” the boy settled down. 

The father’s passionate words echo the Easter promise. The presence in the garden of the 
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resurrected Christ confirms the divine promise, “No matter what you do, I will never let you 

go.” 

 

Jesus is with us no matter what we are going through this Easter morning – whether we are 

grieving or worried or frightened about the virus, Jesus is with us, Jesus will never let us go!  

                   Amen.  

 

 

 

 

As I did last Sunday, I am now going to read a hymn that I feel has a message for us this 

Easter Day. It is 174 in Junior Praise and written by J.M.C.Crum. It is also in CH4, number 

417. 

 

 

 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lies again, that with the dead had been; 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain, 

Thinking that never he would wake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen, 

Love has come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain, 

Quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen; 

Love has come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

Thy touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

Love has come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

 

Amen.  
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Let us pray, 

 

Almighty God, 

 

We thank you that Jesus shared our human life, and in obedience to your will, he suffered 

the loneliness and agony of death on the cross, for each and every one of us. 

You raised him from the dead, and he ascended to live with you in glory. We thank you that 

by his death, he conquered sin and death and, by his resurrection, he opened the way to life 

in your nearer presence. 

Loving and Caring God, we pray now for all those who are suffering on this Easter day. Those 

who are in hospital, in the ICUs,  some on ventilators to help save their lives and all of them 

in need of the care of the NHS. Bless too, Loving God, all those we know who are in hospital 

on this Easter Day. 

Compassionate God, there are so many people and situations, in need of our prayers:  

Sustain and support all those who work for the NHS, and everyone in the caring professions,   

putting their own lives at risk each and every day. We also pray for all key workers 

throughout the country. 

Hear us Lord, as this morning, we pray for the most vulnerable - the elderly, those with 

chronic diseases and those with mental health problems. 

We pray for the Governments in Westminster and Holyrood, as they guide us, through the 

best medical and scientific advice. We pray for the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson,  that  he 

continues to improve day by day.  

As Ayr Presbytery is linked with Bandawe and Limphasa Presbyteries, we pray for everyone 

in Malawi who is grieving or who have the coronavirus, with special prayers for Nhkata Bay 

Church, linked with NWC.  

Bless all those who are now unemployed and struggling to make ends meet. We give thanks 

for the inspiration that led to Food Banks and pray that all those distributing the food may 

be kept safe. We pray for the thousands and thousands of people who are grieving on this 

Easter Day, their hearts broken, because this virus has taken their loved one’s life. 

Be especially close to the members of this congregation who are mourning at this time. 

 

Lord God, you call us to cast all our anxieties on you, because you care for us. Help us, when 

we are afraid for ourselves or our loved one, always to meet fear with faith. 

 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, Amen. 

 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all, on this Easter Day, and for evermore.  Amen.                       Rona        

 

 



8 
 

Please pray this week for all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their own 

homes:- 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Alison Wilson 

Mrs Fay Cooper Mr Arthur Wilson 

Mr Peter Mulvanny  Mrs Jean McCamily 

Mrs Anna Irving Mrs Margaret Stewart 

Mrs Helen McGill Mrs Jessie Rennie 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Ellise Wilson 

Mrs Heather McLeod Mrs Grace Wards 

Mrs Rae Beattie Mr Warren Corrigan 

Mrs Joan Ness Mrs Jean Hamilton 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at 
home. For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may 
not necessarily be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 

Please remember those in bereavement 

Our sincere condolences go to two of our Church families who have lost a son/brother in the 

past week. 

Stewart, son of Fay and the late Tom Cooper, passed away in the early hours of Sunday 5th 

April after a long illness. Please uphold Fay, Dorothy, Evelyn and all the family in your 

thoughts and prayers. Stewart’s funeral will be held on Friday 17th April. 

Early on Tuesday 7th April, Arthur and Alison Wilson’s son, Peter, died while convalescing in South 

Lodge. Rona will conduct his funeral on Wednesday 15th April. Please remember Arthur, Alison, their 

daughter Eleanor and all the family in your prayers as they come to terms with the loss of a much 

loved son and brother. 

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.  

Psalm 34:18 

 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 

570200 or e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 

Malawi  Jailos and all those at Nkhata Bay Church extend warm Easter wishes to everyone at 

Newton Wallacetown. They know we are in lockdown and are praying for us. As Rona mentioned in 

her prayer, Malawi also has cases of COVID-19 so please remember those at our partner church in 

your prayers. 

Birthdays 

 

We wish each of this week’s “boys” a very happy birthday – 

 

13th April   Harry Corrigan and Alasdair Wham                             18th April   James Alexander 

 

RoomSixty   Please note that there is a second file attached to the e-mail with the Extraordinary 

Times. This is an update on what’s happening during these days when the young people cannot 

come together in the premises. 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Lo! Jesus meets us,  risen from the tomb; 

lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
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