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 Issue 1             Extraordinary Times @ NWC       22nd March 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

 

Please note that our Locum, Rev. Rona Young, returns from holiday on Tuesday 24th 
March and will be visiting those with pastoral needs by telephone during the coronavirus 
crisis. If in need of pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

Welcome to the first edition of our NWC Newsletter during this rather strange time when we have 
been advised not to meet together for worship in order to protect everyone’s safety and health. 

Unusually, this issue is being forwarded on Saturday so that you can read the Rt. Rev Colin Sinclair’s 
message below then take part in your own way in the National Day of Prayer and Action tomorrow. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Church of Scotland is supporting calls for a National Day of Prayer and Action on 22 March, 
which is also Mothering Sunday. 

Rt Rev Colin Sinclair is joining the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, and other church leaders 
to issue a national call to prayer. 

The Moderator said: 

“There are many different ways the Church can and should offer support and help to their 
communities at this time, but one way is through prayer. We believe in a God who hears and 
answers prayer. 

“We are encouraged to come honestly in prayer, sharing openly our emotions, questions and 
concerns in the light of COVID-19. 

“We have become aware in a new way of our frailty and need to renew our dependence on God. I 
welcome this call to prayer across the UK and encourage you to join in it this Sunday wherever you 
are.” 

Light a candle 

The call to prayer asks everyone to light a candle at 7pm on Sunday as ‘a visible symbol of the light of 
life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer.’ 

Church leaders are seeking to quell fears and remind us of God’s presence and love. They write: 

“At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we are reminded of 
our dependence on our loving Heavenly Father and the future that he holds.” 

Pray for leaders 

“We have the great privilege and freedom to be able to call upon God, wherever we are, individually 
and corporately, for healing in our nation. We would pray for all in leadership at this time, making 
decisions about the containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social care, 
and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underlying health conditions. 

Let your Faith be bigger than your Fear 
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“There are already stories being told of wonderful acts of kindness across neighbourhoods. 
Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone or email someone who is isolated, buy 
some additional food for your local foodbank, offer to deliver shopping for an elderly neighbour. We 
may not be able to touch physically, but we can make connections in so many other ways. 

“At 7pm this Sunday, light a candle in the windows of your homes as a visible symbol of the light of 
life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer. 

Mothering Sunday 

“We note that this call to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of thankfulness, 
remembering especially mothers that have served us, often in very costly ways. It is also a very 
mixed day for many. 

“For some the remembrance is painful, and for others Mothering Sunday is a reminder of 
disappointment or loss. In many ways, this period under the shadow of the coronavirus will be 
prompting similarly diverse reactions and so it seems especially appropriate that the call to prayer is 
made this Sunday. 

“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 1 Peter 5:7 

Please also pray this week for all of the people below who have health issues in hospital, care homes 
or in their own homes:- 

Mrs Christine Wham Mrs Margaret Aird 

Mrs Isa Lawrie Mrs Rosina Flett 

Miss Nan Henderson Mrs Jean McCamily 

Mr Ken Birnie Mrs Madge Birnie 

Mrs Helen McGill Mr Arthur Wilson 

Mr Peter Mulvanny Mrs Grace Wards 

Mrs May Wilkinson Mrs Margaret Stewart 

Mrs Anna Irving Mrs Alison Wilson 

Mrs Patricia Fraser Mrs Maie Dickie 

Mrs Ellise Wilson Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Rae Beattie Mrs Jessie Rennie 

Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For  those  in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 

Note of thanks   I would like to thank everyone most sincerely for their cards, visits and good wishes 

during my recent illness. I am now feeling much better.     Elizabeth Dow 

Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 

e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 

Church Flowers 

Last week’s flowers went with our love and prayers to the following people:- 

Mrs Margaret Nish (in bereavement) and Mrs Margaret Stewart (Biggart Hospital) 

Flowers from Alethea Oldfield’s funeral went to four of her good friends.            Margaret Reid 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
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Birthdays 

We wish a very happy birthday this coming week to each of the following:- 

        27th March   Janette McQuaker and John Moore 

29th March    Kiara Downie 

RoomSixty Report Jan - March 2020 

 Senior Drop in session:  Numbers have been around 15-20 since we opened in January which is very 

encouraging. Pauline has been leading Monday night sessions and has introduced a boys night and 

girls night both of which were successful. We also had a Heart Start First Aid session, lead by a 

Community Builder. Paul Algeo also supports a session a week. 

Junior Drop in session: Numbers have been around 10 which is lower than in previous years, 

however this is due to having to ban young people due to behaviour which was discouraging staff, 

volunteers and other young people. We have a consistent group now and have rewarded them this 

year with a bowling trip. 3 teenagers also attend which has been going towards their Duke of 

Edinburgh Award and Saltire Awards. We have been learning about’ Expecting the unexpected’ and 

giving young people opportunity to hear Bible stories.  

RE:load: Newton Primary lunch group continues to be enjoyed by around 10 young people each 

week. School teachers use this group as a reward for young people’s behaviour. We have been 

looking at Jonah, David, Samuel and other biblical themes and a song or two.  

Ayr Academy Lunch Group: Working alongside Paul Algeo from North Ayr project,  the group 

attracts around 8-10 young people every week. Some of the group have been attending since it 

started  5  years ago and don’t have any other contact with RoomSixty . The group is diverse in age 

and sex, which is also encouraging.  

Homework Club: 8-12 attending most weeks. A big thanks to Julie who has stepped in this year to 

volunteer and making a big difference having her there. Also Kayleigh Latimer comes along to 

support the group as well.  

Newton Primary Media Group: We have been working to improve young people’s photography 

skills this term. with 9 young people taking part. 

1-1 Support: 6 pupils from Newton Primary, 1 pupil from Ayr Academy and 1 pupil from Prestwick 

Academy have had 1-1 support in varying forms this year. The schools are positive about this 

intervention. Ayr Academy and Belmont have expressed interest in more but due to time tables and 

other commitments this can’t be accommodated at the moment.  

Supper Club: RoomSixty help prepare and set up Newton Primary supper club on a Tuesday 

afternoon, which is helping build relationships with new young people.  

Football: Josh continues to lead the football, however picked up an ankle injury during one of the 

games so had to cancel a few weeks. There was a football match organised with The Haven up at 

Torryglen for April but most likely will be cancelled due to the virus.  

GROW: Kayleigh joined Phil and Rosie to lead the morning session of worship at GROW. More 

encouraging was that Kayleigh’s mum also came along.  

Trips: Seniors trip to The Garage (Go Karting and Bowling) was a great success and both male and 

female young people took part, some had never been go karting before.  

Juniors trip to LA bowl. 

North Ayr Decides:   A big Thanks to all who supported this fundraising event.  We successfully got 

just under £1000 towards a summer camp. 
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Student Youth & Community Worker Report 

Hi, I have really enjoyed doing my placement at RoomSixty since November. I have been assisting at 

Homework Club (i.e. learning arithmetic all over again!) and helping Phil run the Explorer Group.  

The drop-ins on a Monday night have been good and we’ve started doing different nights for Girls 

only and Boys only, these have been successful, although the girls didn’t like not having the boys 

there, the boys however preferred it without the girls! 

Phil and I have been continuing leading RE:Load on a Tuesday lunchtime, taking the kids through 

different bible stories, games and activities. 

Tried starting a wee choir before Christmas which didn’t really take off, however the girls are really 

keen to do another concert which would be towards the end of June, and we’ll start practising for 

that as soon as we can.  

 

Salvation Army Foodbank   Last Sunday 59 items were donated making a total of 368. Six boxes 

were delivered to the Salvation Army during the week. Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed. 

 

Finally, please remember - 

If you’re praying about it, God’s working on it 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Locum Rev. Rona Young  tel.(01292)471982  revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:      John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729  johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader: Janis Meredith  tel. (01292) 476263 nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson tel. (01292) 739357  dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:  Phil Hawthorne  tel. 07828866447 phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809756501  pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk  tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce  tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:   Gary McCleary  tel. 07931952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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