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Issue 28             Extraordinary Times @ NWC     27th September 2020 

Encouraging YOU to know JESUS 

Look forward in faith 

Please note that our Interim Moderator and Locum, Rev. Rona Young, will be visiting 
those with pastoral needs by telephone during the Covid-19 pandemic. If in need of 
pastoral care, please contact Rona by telephone on (01292) 471982. 

The Minister’s Message 

Reflection:           Deeply  Rooted       

I am sure that many of you were feeling quite down on Tuesday after the news from the First 

Minister about more restrictions. We all understand why these restrictions have been put in place, 

but I feel it is especially hard for people who live alone. They can have an extended family with 

whom they can have a visit, but no one else.  

It does look like a long, dark winter ahead, but let us remember we have our faith and God is with 

us, whatever is happening in our lives.  

So, how deeply rooted is our faith? 

 

Bible reading       Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8 

5 This is what the LORD says: 

‘Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns 

away from the LORD. 6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity 

when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 

7 But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 8 They will be like a tree 

planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its 

leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.’ 

 

Recently I read that, in the Napa Valley in California, the visitors to one of the vineyards are told that 

the tap roots of some vines can go down as much as 40 feet, to reach the water table below. The 

thought of the roots going down so deep, so that the vines might bear fruit, reminded me of a 

passage in Jeremiah chapter 17. Part of verse 8 says,   

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord…  

He will be like a tree planted by the water 

that sends out its roots by the stream.” 

 

If we think of Christians having spiritual roots, then we need to have spiritual nourishment. We can 

develop roots that go down deep into God, through spending time reading his Word, through prayer 

and depending on the Holy Spirit.  

In verse 6, Jeremiah is speaking about someone who depends on their own resources and not on 

God, and he says, “He will be like a bush in the wastelands.”  

When we are rooted in Christ, we are unshakeable and able to 

stand firm when the storm comes 
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It is God’s will that we lead fruitful lives. The vines need at times to grow deep roots to produce 

good fruit, and we draw nourishment from a close relationship with God. If our spiritual roots only 

draw from the surface of life’s circumstances, fruitfulness is hard to maintain.    

 

In the book of Acts, we read about the early Christians. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship and to the breaking of bread and prayer.”   

Conversion is the beginning of God’s work within us, then it is up to us to develop the relationship 

with Jesus. Many Christians start well, but soon the initial enthusiasm fades as they fail to draw on 

the resources of God – they quickly adapt to self- reliance once again.  

Thomas Moore’s book “Care of the Soul” struck a nerve among Christians in the USA when he said, 

“Everyone should know that you can’t live in any other way, than by cultivating your soul.” 

Mick Brooks gives the following illustration: A man was showing his friend round his beautiful 

garden, on which he had lavished years of attention. Once it had been a wilderness with no shape or 

colour, but years of hard work had turned it into a delightful place.  

“This is indeed a beautiful garden,” said his friend. “How God should be praised for such handiwork.” 

The owner of the garden hesitated and then said, “Yes, God certainly should be praised, but you 

should have seen it when he had it all to himself!”  

This man was not being irreverent but highlighting that, although God is the Creator, human beings 

need to care for what he has made, because the Fall marred his creation. 

So, our fruitfulness is determined by the type of roots that we put down. If our roots are too shallow, 

our lives will be influenced by the rises and falls in our circumstances, just as plants without deep 

roots flourish or fail depending on what happens above the ground – whether there is rain or 

drought.   

Welling up in every Christian is a spring of water that is not dependent on life’s circumstances, 

including our present pandemic, but on our relationship with God.  

 

In Romans chapter 8: 2 we read, “Do not conform yourselves any longer to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Eugene Paterson in the Message translates this 

verse, “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 

Instead, fix your attention on God. You will be changed from the inside out.” 

A renewed mind can renew our nature. The mind is the key and our mind cannot be at peace unless 

it is resting on assurance beyond itself.  When our roots go down deep into God, we can remain 

steady in all of life’s uncertainties – especially just now.  

We all know about how some people see their glass as half-empty and others see the same glass as 

half-full. Mick Brooks writes about someone who argued that all Christians should be pessimists!  

If we adopt a pessimistic attitude to life, this person said, then we would not be disappointed when 

things go wrong! But this is an unhealthy attitude to life. When we believe that God is with us, even 

when our plans fail we know that, if we allow him, God will use our circumstances for good.  

 

Verse 7 of the short Bible passage from Jeremiah reads, “Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, 

whose confidence is in him.” We are having to live through this pandemic and that seems bad 

enough, but there are also natural disasters, like wildfires or earthquakes for example, that make 

people question God’s love and goodness.  

We cannot always answer those who question God’s character in these circumstances, but we are to 

remember the cross. There we see that God loves us enough to give his own Son to die for us and 

we know that through Jesus all our sins are forgiven, and we will have an eternal home in heaven.  
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“God is our refuge and our strength,  

an ever-present help in trouble.”  

So begins the 46th Psalm. There are difficult days ahead, but may we all remember that when our 

roots are deep in God, we have the inner strength to cope and to encourage others. 

Amen.  

 

 
 

Prayer 

 

Gracious God, 

Despite the news about more restrictions, we give you thanks for the days of good weather, when 

we can see the glory of your creation in our gardens and in the parks and also in the countryside 

around the town of Ayr and throughout the country. 

 

We thank you too for the countless blessings we have received, our families and friends, our homes 

and food in abundance. And, we you give thanks and praise that Newton Wallacetown Church is 

open once again for the congregation to worship you together, although in a limited way.  

 

Lord of the world, we pray for the poor, the weak and the vulnerable, for all those who feel they 

have no roots, no identity, no sense of belonging. We pray for those who live as refugees in other 

countries, driven from their own homes and countries by civil war, oppression or famine, as they are 

hoping to make better lives for themselves and their families.  

 

Eternal and Ever-blessed God,  

we pray for those who are lonely, deprived by age or infirmity of human companionship – or 

separated from others just now, through fear, as well as all the new regulations. 

Loving God, be especially close to each one.  

 

We remember on this Sunday, Jean Allardyce still in Ayr Hospital and Chrissie Martin in Ayr Hospital 

after a fall. Be with all our members in Care Homes Lord God, still having strict rules about family 

visits. May they all know your love surrounding them.  

 

Help us, we pray, to deepen our roots in our Heavenly Father. We know how much it means to know 

that your church is a place of welcome and belonging and we pray for all those who prefer to  

worship through the online services.  

Whether in the church or at home   we are all bound together through your love, Lord God. 

 

Accept all  these our prayers through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, Amen.                          Rona 
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Please remember in your prayers this week all of the people below in hospital, care homes or in their 

own homes:- 

 

Mrs Christine Martin (in Ayr Hospital) Mrs Jean Allardyce (in Ayr Hospital)  

Mrs Anne McRonald   Mrs Maude Smillie 

Mrs Margaret  Burgess (Berelands Care Home) Mrs Heather McLeod 

Mrs Rae Beattie Mrs May Wilkinson 

Mrs Betty McPherson Mrs Catherine MacDonald 

Mrs Maie Dickie Mrs Jean McCamily 

Mrs Isa Lawrie Mrs Patricia Fraser 

Mr Alasdair Wham Mrs Anna Irving 

 
Please let the Session Clerk know of any member/relative who goes in to hospital or is ill at home. 
For those in hospital, please ensure you have their given Christian name which may not necessarily 
be the name by which s/he is usually known. 
 
Prayer Chain   Anyone having a request for prayer may contact Sheena Hunter on 01292 570200 or 
e-mail her at sheenachunter@hotmail.com 
 
NWC is open for worship   The church is now open to adults for worship at 11.00am on Sundays. To 

comply with Scottish Government and Church of Scotland Guidelines, places available in the church 

building are limited therefore a telephone booking system is in place. Before booking, please 

consider carefully the content of Rona’s letter and list of rules/procedures circulated to all members 

and regular worshippers. Also please be aware that, depending on demand, it may not be possible 

for you to worship in church every week so that we can be fair to all members of the church family. 

To book a seat, please phone Sheila on (01292) 269705 between 9.30am and 12.00 noon  on 

Thursday. Our streamed service online will continue as normal at 11.00am on Sundays. 

 

Can YOU help?  We are looking for someone to be NWC’s contact with Nkhata Bay Church in 

Malawi. This is open to all members of the congregation. If you are interested, please speak to Rev. 

Rona Young or John Bell in the first instance. 

Salvation Army Foodbank   Please remember that donations should now be left in the box in the 

vestibule as you come to worship. There is no longer an afternoon collection on Sundays. 

Difficult times   While these are times of worry and hardship for many people, the Church is also   

struggling financially. If you are able, we would be most grateful if you would consider making   an 

extra donation (according to means) to help cover ongoing bills etc.. Please contact Janis Meredith 

whose details are on page 6. Anyone wishing to donate to Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church online 

can use this link:- https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-

local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system    Thank you.                                        John Bell 

Online Donations   Do you shop online? If you do please remember that you can raise donations for 
the church at no extra cost to yourself. All you have to do is go to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/  and register  Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity, then shop at the many different retailers who donate through the site. Remember though, 
that you have to go to the retailer through easyfundraising. 

You can also raise donations when you shop at Amazon. Instead of shopping at the usual site go to 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and register Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland as your 
charity and the business will make a donation to the church on qualifying purchases. 

mailto:sheenachunter@hotmail.com
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/support-your-local-church-with-our-new-online-donations-system
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Birthdays    Our best wishes for a Happy Birthday this week go to just one person:- 

30th September    Ronnie McCreath 

 

 

Children   Think about people you can pray for this week then either draw pictures of them or write 

their names in the appropriate spaces below. 

 

 

 

Remember   Streaming of our morning service conducted this week by Pauline Johnston and next 

week by Rev. Rona Young will commence at 11.00am then our prayer time starts at 12.30pm with 

the Lord’s Prayer followed by personal prayers. This helps bring us together to reach out to him in 

prayer while we are distancing physically.  
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In Him we live –  

Christ our strength and stay, 

Life and truth and way, 

friend divine: 

His power can break the chains of sin, 

still all life’s storms without, within, 

 help us the daily fight to win –  

Living Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayr: Newton Wallacetown Church of Scotland 

A Scottish Charity Reference Number SC001994 

60 Main Street, Ayr, KA8 8EF  

Twinned with Nkhata Bay Presbyterian Church, Malawi 

 

Minister:  Interim Moderator and Locum – 

                                Rev. Rona Young  tel. (01292)471982   revronyoung@hotmail.com  

Session Clerk:       John Bell                  tel. (01292) 440729   johnbell31@gmail.com   

Finance Team Leader:  Janis Meredith   tel. (01292) 476263 nwc.treasurer@yahoo.co.uk 

                                                                                             

Organist:     Dorothy McPherson tel. (01292) 857429  dotmcphersondot@gmail.com 

 

Secretary:             Sheila Innes            tel. (01292) 269705     sheilainnes11@gmail.com 

 

Youth & Com. Worker:  Phil Hawthorne   tel. 07828866447 phil@room60.co.uk 

 

Student Youth Worker: Pauline Johnston tel. 07809 756501   pauline@room60.co.uk 

 

Church Officer:    Steven McTurk   tel. (01292) 288942  smcturk40@gmail.com 

 

Halls Manager:    Isabelle Allardyce   tel. 07583055671 nwc.hallmanager@gmail.com 

 

Family Liaison Officer:  Gary McCleary   tel. 07931 952497 gary@garymcclearyifa.co.uk 

 

Communications e-mail hub:              nwcheadlines@gmail.com 
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